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PREFACE 

□ There are many great personalities whose biographies people 
have read to savour die strokes of genius in them and to follow 
in admiration their ways of life and their attitudes towards the 
difficulties and problems which confronted them. The mere act 
of reading might be only link between these great personalities 
and those who know them and it might develop into a deep 
study or a strong human bond. 

□ I must hasten to say that I did not write about the greatest of 
all the personalities, Muhammad (^), ‘Blessings and Peace be 
upon him 1 son of ‘Abdullah, with this limited concept in mind. I 
am a Muslim through knowledge: I know why T believe in Allah 
«) ( The Exalted 7 , (Lord) of the Worlds, and in the prophethood 
of Muhammad (^), and why I follow the Book he brought to 
us. Indeed, I know why I call others to believe in all this which 
has brought tranquillity to my heart. 

□ I happen to have previously published a number of treatises on 
the life of Muhammad (^g). Did I ever digress from it in anything 
which I wrote? All the treatises in which I discussed faith, morals, 
social behaviour and government, 1 depended heavily on the life of 
Muhammad (^) for their material. Thus I can truthfully say that 
this book is not a sudden link with the Prophet of Islam nor 
is it a collection of proofs for his truthfulness, nor ideas which 
occurred to me about his genius. All that has been analysed at 
length elsewhere. In producing this book I had a specific objective 
in mind and I hope it has been achieved. 

□ The Muslims of today know only the surface layer of the life of 
Muhammad (^), which neither arouses emotions nor evokes 
resolutions. They extol the Prophet ($m) and his Companions 
from inherited tradition and little knowledge, and think that verbal 
praise or some small act is sufficient. 

□ Such shallow knowledge of Muhammad (^) is equivalent to 
ignorance of him. It is unjust to the great reality that it should be 
turned into a legend. It will be injustice to that period of history, 
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which was pulsating with energy and strength, to be presented in 
the shrouds of the dead. The life of Muhammad (^g) is not for 
Muslims, the entertainment of an idle person nor the study of a 
neutral critic* It is the most excellent example for them to 
follow, and the source of the laws by which they are governed. 
So any shortcomings in the presentation of this biography or any 
confusion in its sequence of events will be a terrible injury to the 
reality of faith itself 

□ Thus I have done my utmost to give readers a true picture of 

the life of the Prophet and I have made every effort to give 

the reasons and explanations for whatever took place during his 
life time* Then I have allowed the plain facts and their effects on 
minds without any bias or subterfuge. I have made good use of 
the biographies written by both ancient and modern scholars. 
The modem historians lean towards analysis, comparison, and 
the tying up of various events into a systematic whole. That is 
the best part of their method* However, the ancient historians 
rely on the collection of details, sifting of sources, and recording 
of small and big events. These numerous archives contain gems 
of importance if only proper use is made of them. 

□ Perhaps here I have blended the two methods in a new way 
which extracts the best from them both. From the details of the 
biography I have compiled a cohesive topic, alt of whose parts 
are bound by one spirit. Then I arranged the texts and narrations 
in such a way as to conform with the unity of the topic and help 
to complete the whole picture* My aim was to make the 
biography into something which nurtures faith, purifies 
characters and fans the struggle, which encourages one to 
embrace the truth and be faithful to it and which contains a 
wealth of relevant examples. 

□ I wrote about the life of Muhammad as soldiers would 
write about their general or employees about their employer or 
pupils about their teacher. I am not, as I have said, a neutral 
historian unrelated to whom I write about. Moreover, I wrote 
with the scenes of Muslim backwardness right in front of my 
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eyes. So do not be surprised if I relate the events of the life of 
Muhammad in a manner which hints at our sorrowful 

state. Whenever 1 present a story I include in it references to the 
true sentiments, sound thoughts and noble actions of a Muslim 
to correct this terrible degradation. 

□ Muhammad is not a story to be read on his birthday 

as many people do now, nor is he to be extolled in fabricated 
prayers added lo the words of the Adhin (prayer call), nor can 
love for him be expressed in poems of praise which may 
make his admirers sigh when they hear them. The ties that 
Muslims have with the noble Prophet ($±s) are stronger and 
deeper than these deviations which have been thrust into the 
faith. The Muslims have indulged in these acts to express 
their relationship with their Prophet (^) only when they 
have neglected the essentials of their faith and contented 
themselves with outward manifestations and formalism. 
However, since these formalisms are limited in Islam they 
have resorted to inventing new forms, 

Q They should not innovate. To turn away from inventing 
formalities docs not require much efforts. The effort that does 
require determination is to hold fast to the essence which has 
been neglected and return to the true faith. So instead of 
listening to the story of the Prophet’ s (^) birth being recited in 
a pleasant voice, one should get up and reform oneself in order 
to draw nearer to the Prophet’s {$&) practices in his worldly 
and spiritual life, in his likes and dislikes, in his knowledge and 
action, in his habits and forms of worship and in matters relating 
to war and peace. The Muslims in whose hearts the Prophet does 
not live and whose insight does not follow them in their actions 
and thoughts will never benefit by merely sending Salah and 
Sal dm to him a thousand times a day, 

□ 1 should like to emphasize here the necessity of separating 
seriousness from fun in our lives. It would be nice to fix a time 
for fun and relaxation and not exceed it and a time for 
seriousness and work and not fall short of it. 
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if people want to sing or listen to a song, let them do so. 
However turning Islam itself into a song, making the Qur’In into 
beautiful tunes and the sfrah (life) (biography) into qasirfahs 
(poems) praising the Prophet and chants, have no justification and 
can be acceptable only to those who are negligent. This 
turnaround has been to the detriment of Islam since it was taken 
out of the field of behaviour and understanding into the field of 
play and entertainment. Those who do this are just the people 
described by the Qur’anic Ayah (verse): 

(And forsake those who take their religion for a pastime and a lea, 
and whom the life of the world beguiles*) (Qur’an 6: 70) 

□ The transformation of the Qur’an into mere melodious chanting 
to which music lovers listen to is like the one what made the Jews 
and Christians broadcast it everywhere, confidentthat it would not 
revive the dead. The transformation of the Prophet *s (^) life into 
stories, qcisidahs and unintelligible prayers has made listening to it 
a form of menial imbalance and eccentricity, which in my opinion 
stems from a perversion of the instincts, and a corruption of 
society. It would be much better for music lovers to listen to pure 
music. If they wish for serious work, they should seek it from pure 
sources, whether it be the Qur’an which commands and prohibits, 
or the Sunnah which clarifies and explains so that it may be 
followed, or the Sirah which gives the fragrance of pure literature, 
sound principles and upright politics* And that is Islam. 

□ I began writing these pages while I was in Madfnah in the 
holy precinct, which brought me good fortune for a while and 
assisted me in completing some useful studies on the Sunnah 
and the life of Muhammad (^). To Allah (i£) belongs the 
Grace for whatever bounties He (3®) has bestowed on me and 
perhaps He ($g) will make me of those who love Him and His 
Messenger (g^). Now, since I can speak and act only with 
frankness, I must point out that the distance between the 
Muslims and their Prophet (^) is wide indeed, no matter what 
love for him they have in their hearts and what prayers they 
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offer for him. I saw them visiting his grave with zeal and 
yearning before returning to their homelands to find those who 
envy them for their good fortune and long for the same chance. 

□ No believer would dispute the fact that love for the Prophet 
{^) is compulsory and that love for him will vanish only from 
the heart of a stubborn hypocrite. How should one make this 
feeling expressed and show its allegiance to him. This is the 
question that needs explanation and clarification. 

□ Yathrib, from the point of view of general economics, is 
smaller than it was under the Aus and Khazraj in the pre- 
Islamic days. The proportion of its land planted and 
cultivated today is one-tenth of what the Arabs used to plant 
and cultivate in the old days, the majority of the inhabitants 
today are those pilgrims and visitors who remained behind 
after the pilgrimage. They preferred to be near the Prophet 
{^) and unemployed rather than to go home and work! And 
they call this Hijrah! 

□ Is this Islam or love for the Prophet (^g)? ! remember meeting a 
group of Moroccans who claimed that they came to Madinah to 
escape persecution for their faith. I explained to them that they 
were fleeing from the battlefront because their brothers were 
fighting the French invaders, and they were committing a crime in 
leaving them to bear the brunt of the struggle all by themselves . 1 
Such a love for the Prophet is incomprehensible and such a 
Hijrah to his MadTnah is unacceptable. The bond between the 
Prophet of Allah and the slaves of Allah ($g) is stronger and 
firmer than finding expression in such crooked, devious paths. 

□ The enemies of Islam were able to demolish the structure of 

Islam and turn it into mins as a result of the negligence of the 
Muslims. How could the heritage of Muhammad be left 

open to the vicissitudes of time? How could the early days of 
Jahilfyah be allowed to return? How could such a dangerous 
transformation be allowed to occur in silence? How could such a 



The firs! Arabic edition of this book was published at a time when the French had 
occupied three regions of Morocco along with other Islamic lands. 
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dangerous transformation be allowed to occur in the expressions 
of love for the Messenger of Allah (#£)? Let the Muslims 
therefore understand fully the life of their great Prophet ($&). 
This would never occur if the Message itself were dearly 
understood and the life of the one who conveyed it is studied and 
his teaching strictly followed. How cheap is the love when it is 
only a talk! And how dear it is when it is ideal, safe and assured! 
Q I apologize for my inability to do proper justice to the 
subject. The Prophet’s (3^0 importance is great, and 
explaining his life needs a sensitive mind and a sharp 
intellect. Let it suffice to know that this is my effort, 

□ O Allah (my bless Muhammad (^£) and the family of 
Muhammad (s&g) just as you blessed IbrShmi (Abraham) 
(m) and the family of Ibrahim (Abraham) (m), and be 
bountiful to Muhammad (££i£) and the family of Muhammad 
(^) just as you were bountiful to Ibrahim (Abraham) (&0) 
and the family of Ibrahim (Abraham) (my Verily You are 
the Praiseworthy, All-Glorious, 
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The Hadiihs of this Book 

□ I was glad that this nevv edition was published after being 
reviewed by the great scholar of HadTth, Sheikh Muhammad 
Nasiruddm Al-Alb&nl, who commented on the hadlths of this 
book. I hope that I may be able to help in bringing to light the 
scientific truth and a sifting of historical events by way of this 
criticism. My thanks to him who volunteered. 

□ The problem with the historians who document the life of 

Muhammad (^££) and other events is their lack of verification 
and authentication. Many ancient as well as modem scholars fell 
into this trap, though there arc some differences in their level of 
preci sion and observation. When I started to write the life of the 
Prophet 1 strove to follow a sound method and rely only 

on trustworthy sources. I think I have achieved this aim and 
have gathered such material that would satisfy a keen 
researcher. However readers will see that Sheikh NasiruddTn’s 
comments suggest that he doubts this is so. Thus I find myself 
compelled to clarify the method which I followed, 

□ The scholars of the Sunnah may differ in the authentication or 
rejection of a HadTth. Sheikh Nasiruddfn may argue that a 
HadTth is weak, and he has the right to do so since he has a firm 
grounding in the knowledge of the Sunnah, The majority of 
HadTth scholars may think that a HadTth is weak However l may 
look at its wording and find that it is in total agreement with a 
Syah (verse) of the Qur’an or an authentic HadTth and thereby 
find no harm in relating or writing it. As 1 see it, the HadTth 
brings nothing new into the field of law or good deeds; it only 
explains what has already been fixed in the authentic sources. 

□ Take, for example, the first HadTth which Sheikh Nasiruddtn 
Judged to be weak: “Love Allah (3£) for the bounties He fte) 
bestows upon you and love me for the love of Allah ($gf\ He 
may reject the authentication of this HadTth by Al-TiimidhI and 
Al- Hakim and he has the right to do so. However I found nothing 
in its meaning to prevent me from accepting it without hesitation. 
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□ On the other hand, I hesitated to record the Hadlth of Muslim 
and Bukhari in the way in which the Battle of the Bani Mustaliq 
look place. Their narrations of the Hadlth suggest that the 
Prophet (^£g) suddenly attacked that tribe without first offering 
them the Dawah or without any breaking of a treaty on their part 
or anything to rise suspicion occurring on their part or 
knowledge of any suspicious activities from their side, 

□ A battle began by the Muslims in such a manner finds 
disapproval in the logic of Islam, and is far removed from the 
character of the Prophet (^). Thus I refused to accept that the 
battle began and ended in this way. However, I was satisfied with 
the circumstances as narrated by Ibn JarTr, who, in spite of the 
weakness of his narration as disclosed by Sheikh Nasiruddln, 
conforms to the assured principle of Islam of “no aggression 
except to the wrongdoers.” As for those who are peaceful and 
unaware, there is no justification for attacking them. 

□ The Hadlth as narrated by Bukhari and Muslim can have no 
other explanation than its being the description of the second 
phase of the incident. In other words, taking them by surprise 
came only after hostilities had begun between that tribe and the 
Muslims, and each one was lying in wait for the other. Thus it 
was the Muslims who saw the opportunity and attacked their 
enemy, and 'war is deception’ in this case there must be some 
preface to Bukhari’s and Muslim’s narration similar to what Ibn 
Jarir reported and was criticized by Sheikh Nasiruddln. 

□ J am not the first to adopt such a line of approach. It is the 
approach adopted by most of the scholars when confronted by 
both weak and strong narrations. They agree that a weak Hadlth 
may be accepted so long as it is in conformity with the basic 
general principles, which are of course, derived from the Qur’an 
and the Sunnah. It was in the light of this balanced view that I 
related the Prophet’s {^s) consultation with Ai Habbab on the 
occasion of the Battle of Badr, even though the Hadlth scholars 
declared its chain of narrators to be weak, because it comes 
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within the scope of the good deeds which Allah (3£) and His 
Messenger enjoined and there is no harm in relating it. 

This is so far as the weak hadlths are concerned. 

□ As for the authentic hadlths Sheikhs Nasiruddln knows quite 
well that there is wide scope in their diverse meanings to accept 
or refect them. There is no scholar who has not rejected some 
authentic hadTths in preference to what appears to be more 
authentic. May Allah (M) prevent us from provoking 
controversy over the Sunnah, which is undoubtedly the second 
source of Islam, 

□ Nevertheless, if I study hadiths and find that, as a whole, they 
agree with the Qur'an in principle that there was no war until 
after the Da'wah had been clearly conveyed, then how could I 
accept what suggests otherwise? Allah (3g) orders His Prophet 
(^) in the Qur’an to say: 

(Say: it is only inspired in me that your Cod is One God. Will you 
then surrender [to Him]? "But if they are averse then say: I have 
warned you all alike, although J know not whether near or far is that 
which you are promised/') (Qur’an 21 : 1 OS- 1 09) 

□ After this announcement, which is directed to both the callers and 
the called, and afterthe wars of the Prophet and the righteous 
caliphs, in which they adopted this method of explaining the 
Message and allowing the people the opportunity of accepting or 
rejecting it, I do not think that anyone could force me lo accept what 
the two Sheikhs (BukhM and Muslim) reported on the authority of 
'Abdullah ibn ‘ Aun, He said: 

I wrote to N5fi’, May Allah {^) bless him, asking him about 
the supplication before fighting. He replied that, that was in the 
early days of IslSm, when the Prophet attacked the Banu 
Mustaliq unawares and kilted their fighters and took their 
women captive, and it was then that he took Juwairiyyah as 
wife. He said that 'Abdullah ibn 'Umar (^), who was in the 
army, told him about it. 
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□ Just as I bypassed this HadTth, I also bypassed another, which 

stated that the Prophet addressed his Companions and 

informed them of the persecutions which would take place until 
the Day of Judgement and those who would be responsible for 
them* It has been proved from the Qur’an and the Sunnah that 
the Prophet did not know the unseen in this strange, 

detailed and comprehensive manner, 

□ I preferred this method of writing the biography so 1 accepted 
the narrations whose wordings conformed to the fixed principles 
and laws, even if their chains of narrators were not sound, 1 
rejected those hadTths which were described as authentic, 
because they did not conform to the fixed principles and laws 
according to my understanding of Allah’s religion and the 
methodology of the Da \vah. 

□ There is no space to comment on all my reasons for differing 
with Sheikh Nasiruddln over certain things. Nevertheless, there 
is space to record all of his comments on the sources I have 
used, since l very much appreciate his profound scholarship, and 
he represents a well s tel founded point of view, in the sifting of 
religious matters. I also think that it is the readers’ right io know 
the opinion of one of the meticulous researchers on the 
narrations which I have utilized here. It does not matter whether 
I disagree with him or not* May Allah (3®) reward him for his 
efforts to protect the heritage of the Prophet and May He 
($§) guide us all to the straight path. 




Hadith Terminology 


The two Sheikhs 


: Bukhari and Muslim. 


hnM or Sanad 


: The chain of narrators. 


Main 


: The actual text of the HadTth. 


Sahih 


: An authentic Hadith whose hnM is 
complete without any deficiency and 
whose narrators are absolutely 
trustworthy and accurate. 


Hasan 


; A good Hadith whose hnM is 
complete without any deficiency and 
whose narrators are absolutely 
trustworthy but may not be very 
accurate. 


Wf 


: Weak. There are different categories 
of weak HadTth, of which all those 
listed below are examples. 


Mursal 


: The name of the Sahabf who heard it 
from the Prophet is omitted. 


Munqafi J 


: A name in the hnM is omitted or an 
unknown name is mentioned. 


Mu c addal 


: Two or more names are omitted from 
the IsnM. 


Tadl Is or MudaUas 


: (1 ) The narrator gives the impression 
that hc/she heard it directly from one of 
his/her contemporaries, although that is 
not so* 

(2) The narrator ascribes qualities to the 
person from whom he/she heard it 
which that person does not possess. 


Mu ' allal 


: Apparently sound, but there is a hidden 
weakness in it. 


Shadh 


: A single trustworthy person narrates it, 
contrary to what other authentic 
sources have narrated. 
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Munkar 



Gharfb 
Hasan Gharfb 
Mawdu 



: An untrustworthy person narrates it, 
contrary to what conies from authentic 
sources. 

: At one point in its chain there is a 
single narrator, 

: A Hadlth which has the attributes of 
both Hasan and Gharlh. 

; A fabrication by liars who ascribe it to 
the Prophet (££g)< This is, strictly 
speaking, not a HadTth, 



Note; PickthalPs translation has been used for all the 
quotations from the Qur’an except in a few cases where the 
context required a different translation. 




Chapter One 



A Message and a Leader 

Paganism Ruled the Ancient Civilizations 

The history of the mankind is sorrowful. Ever since Adam 
(?*£&!}, May Peace be upon him, and his children descended on 
earth, as time went by and civilizations flourished and 
generations rose on the remains of others, humans have been a 
motley mixture. If one day they are on the right track, they are 
lost for days soon after, and If they see the light of truth once, 
then the darkness of falsehood engulfs them many times 
(thereafter). If we were to scrutinize the history of the mankind 
in the light of belief in Allah (§#} and preparation for the 
Hereafter, we should find the world closely resembling a 
drunkard whose periods of drunkenness exceed his sobriety, or a 
sick man who is delirious and does not know what he says* 

□ Although in experiences with themselves and their world, 
there are men’s many deterrents from committing evil and 
many incentives to do good, but overwhelming passion 
cannot be subdued by knowledge alone. 

□ How much of the world’s life expired before the 

appearance of Muhammad Many centuries brought a 

wealth of experience and knowledge and encouraged the 
growth of the arts and sciences, philosophies and ideas* In 
spite of that, however, frivolity became the rule and many 
nations fell without achieving the status to which they 
aspired. 

Q Look at the fate of the civilizations of Egypt and Greece, 
India and China, Persia and Rome* f do not mean their fate from 
the political point of view, but from the aspect of feelings and 
reason. Contemptible paganism destroyed them and made them 
fall into this miserable pit And the human being, whom Allah 
($ii) appointed as His superior vicegerent in the heavens and on 
the earth, became a slave subservient to the lowliest thing in 
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these places. What else could there be after cows and calves are 
hallowed, wood and stones are worshipped? Entire nations 
became polluted with such perversions. Paganism comes from 
within the self and not from the environment. Just as sad people 
apply their feelings to their surroundings and frightened people 
imagine objects to be ghosts, similarly deformed personalities 
will apply their stupidity and sterility to their surroundings, and 
deify the stones and the animals, 

□ Only when the small heart widens, the dormant thought 
awakens and people return to their lofty ideals, these pagan 
impressions will disappear automatically. Thus, the first work 
for the faith is within men and women themselves, for it is of 
no benefit in the fight against paganism simply to slaughter the 
holy cows and smash the proud idols while hearts remain in 
their previous darkness. The worshippers will just search for 
other gods to bow before and make offerings. There arc many 
pagans in this world, though they have never met over an altar, 
and how quickly they ignore the real presence of their Lord and 
run after some new illusion, 

□ Superstition does not follow its course in life by announcing 
its falsehood and exposing its nonsense. It conceals its 
shamelessness with the clothing of earnestness. It borrows the 
accepted wear of truth and may even adopt some of its premises 
and conclusions before adorning itself for the gullible. This is 
how paganism acts. It attacks the true religion and its plain 
realities* not as the bee attacks the flowers of spring, but as the 
worms break down and waste a fertile soil Or locusts attack the 
luxurious gardens and turn them into barren wastelands. Now, if 
it corrupts what it leaves, then it will not correct what it takes, 
and if what it takes was good before it reached it, then it will 
become harmful after it has been turned into poison in its 
stomach. This is the secret why paganism, which does not know 
Allah (3e), claims to come closer to Him and seek His pleasure 
through its idols: a portion of truth in portions of falsehood, in a 
context which definitely diverts people from Allah (3£) and 
removes them from Allah's presence. 
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□ The greatest catastrophe which befell the religions on account 
of the pagan attack on them was the terrible changes affecting 
the religion of Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), They turned 
its day into darkness and its peace into distress; they turned 
unity into idolatry, degraded the human race and hung its 
upliftmenl on a sacrifice. They turned the ideology of Jesus into 
a hotchpotch of unnatural beliefs, myths and legends. The myth 
of the Trinity and redemption was revived after early paganism 
succeeded in thrusting it upon the new Christianity, In this way 
it gained two victories: it strengthened itself and it led others 
astray. Thus when the sixth century of the Christian era arrived, 
the lights of guidance throughout the world had gone out and 
Satan was traversing the vast expanses of land, admiring the 
thorns he had planted and seeing how sturdy they had grown. 

□ Magianism in Persia was stubborn vanguard of the 
widespread idolatry in China, India, the Arab countries and all 
parts of the ignorant globe. Christianity, which vehemently 
opposed it, borrowed most prominent characteristics feature the 
myths of the ancient Indians and Egyptians. It ascribed a wife 
and a child to Alllh (M) and seduced its followers in Rome, 
Egypt and Constantinople with a kind of polytheism more 
advanced than that of the fire-worshippers and the idol- 
worshippers: a polytheism mixed with monotheism and fighting 
pure polytheism! What is the value of these contradictions 
which Christianity collected together? 

(They [Jews, Christians and pagans] say: "Allah has begotten a son 
[children]." Glory Is to Him! He Is Rich [Free of all needs]. His is alf 
that is in the heavens and all that Is in the earth. No warrant you have 
for this. Do you say against Allah what you know not. Say: "Verily, 
those who invent a lie against Allah will never be successful" [A brief] 
enjoyment in this world! And then unto Us will be their return, then 
We shall make them taste the severest torment because they used to 
disbelieve [in Allah, belie His Messengers, deny and challenge His Ay&t 
[proofs, signs, verses, etc]. ) (Qur'an 10; 68-70) 
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□ It seems that the bond of polytheism which linked the pagan 
religions to the distorted heavenly religions is what made them 
allies in the bid to destroy the Muslims from the day the latter 
began establishing their community on the basis of the worship 
of the One True God. Allah 05i) cautioned this Ummah on the 
persecution which would befall them from the idol-worshipers 
and from the People of the Book at the same time, and He 
advised them to fortify themselves with patience and 
steadfastness in the face of this intolerance: 

(Assuredly you will be tried rn your property and in your persons, 
and you will hear much wrong from those who were given the 
Scripture before you, and from the idolaters. But if you persevere 
and ward off [evil], then that is of the steadfast heart of things*) 

(Qur^n 3: 186) 

□ The darkness which engulfed the hearts and minds in the 
absence of the lights of iawhtd contained in it also traditions of 
society and the systems of government. Thus the earth was a den 
haunted by murder and destruction where the weak had no hope 
of peace and tranquillity. And what good could be expected 
from paganism which rejected reason, forgot Allah 0g) and 
yielded to the hands of imposters? 

□ It would not be strange if Allah (3jQ refused to help them, as 
the Hadfth says: 

‘ Allah (•*£) verily looked at the people on earth and detested them 
q \\, both Arabs and non- Arabs except some remnants of the 
People of the Book ‘ (From a long Hadlth narrated by Muslim) 

It was these remains which were impenetrable by polytheism 
in spite of the tidal wave of unbelief which flooded the hills and 
valleys. Before the prophethood of Muhammad (££$}, the world 
was drowned in confusion and misery which weighed heavily on 
people’s shoulders. 

You came, while the people were in chaos: if you had passed 
by them you would have seen them worshipping idol upon idol. 
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The king of Rome oppressed his people and the king of Persia 
was deaf and blind from pride. 

Finally Allah 0£) announced that He (M) would wipe out 
these traces and send His (W) choicest guidance to creation. He 
(Se) sent Muhammad ($^). 

The Nature of the Final Message 

The prophethood of Muhammad ($&) had the unique 
characteristic of being global and eternal. Allah 01) was capable 
of sending a wamer to every village and a guide in every age. 
Now if the towns are always in need of wamers and the ages in 
need of guides, then why were they substituted by a single man? 
The truth is that this substitution resembles the brevity which 
contains many meanings in just a few words. The prophethood 
of Muhammad (^i) was a complete substitution for the sending 
of an army of prophets distributed throughout Ihe ages and the 
wide world. In fact, it filled the need for sending an angel to 
every person who lived and will live on this earth for as long as 
people look forward to guidance and salvation. 

□ How is that? On a dangerous ground a sincere adviser may 
tell you: “Close your eyes and follow me,” or, “Do not ask me 
about anything which arouses your attention,” Safety may be in 
obeying him, thus you would prefer to walk behind him until 
you cross into a safe territory. In this case he is your appointed 
guide, who thinks and sees for you and who takes you by your 
hand. If he dies, so do you. However, if at the beginning a wise 
person comes to you, maps the itinerary, warns you of the 
dangerous places, shows you in detail what stages and 
difficulties you have to pass through and walks with you for a 
while in order to give you practical guidance in what you have 
learnt, then, in this case, you would be your own guide capable 
of relying on your own sight and reasoning. The first case is 
suited to children and simple-minded people, but the second 
case is to be applied when dealing with people of understanding. 
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□ When Allah (9$) sent Muhammad {$&) to guide the world. He 

ensured that the message contained the principles which would 
open doors for intelligent people to understand what was and 
what would be. The Qur'an which He ($ 5 ) sent down on the 
Prophet’s (^) heart is a Book from the Lord of the Worlds to all 
living people to guide them to goodness and inspire them with 
uprightness. Muhammad was not a leader of tribes, people 

who were good because he was good* and when he died they 
faded away. He was a force of goodness which played a role in 
the moral world similar to the role played in the material world by 
the discovery of steam and eleclricity* His appointment as 
Prophet ($&) represented a stage in the evolution of the mankind. 
Before that, people under the guardianship of their keepers were 
like confined children. Then they grew up and became capable of 
bearing responsibility themselves. So Allah's message came to 
them, through the agency of Muhammad and explained 

how they should live on earth and return to heaven. Thus whether 
Muhammad (^) remained or went away, it would not take 
anything away from his real Message which opened eyes and ears 
and sharpened perceptions and minds, and it was all contained in 
his huge legacy of the Qur'Sn and Sunnah, 

□ He was not sent to collect a set of people around him but to 
forge a link between creation and the truth by which their 
existence would be meaningful; between them and the light by 
which they would see their goal. So those who recognize the truth 
in their lives and walk among people with a light, have definitely 
acknow ledged Muhammad (^) } have taken shelter under his 
banner, even if they have never seen nor lived with their guide, 

<0 mankind] Verily, there has come to you a convincing proof 
[Prophet Muhammad] from your Jbbfy and We sent down to you a 
manifest light [this Qur'an h So, as for those who beiieved In Allah 
and held fast to Him, He will admit them to His Mercy and Grace 
[i.e. Paradise], and guide them to Himself by the Straight Path* > 
(Qur'an 4: 174-175) 
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So if you see children ignoring their teacher’s lessons or 
clinging to his clothes while he is alive or holding onto his 
belongings after he is dead, then know that he is unworthy 
children. He is not fit to be addressed by the teaching of the 
Message, let alone standing firmly on its path. 

□ In the Prophet’s mosque in Madlnah I saw throngs of 

people seeking proximity to his grave and longing to spend their 
lives beside it. If the Prophet ($&) came out alive and saw them 
he would abhor the sight of them and hate to be near them. Their 
shabby appearance, their lack of know ledge, their idleness and 
negligence, make their relationship with the Prophet of Islim 
(^g£) w eaker than the web of a spider. 

□ I said to them: “what do you gain from being near the Prophet 
(^) and what does he gain from you?” 

□ Those who understand his Message and live it beyond the 
sands and seas know the secret of the Prophet better than 
you. It is a spiritual and mental proximity above which forms the 
only bond between Muhammad and those who arc related 
to him. So how could sick spirits and feeble minds be related to 
him who came to deposit the good health of religion and the 
world in the spirits and minds? Is this proximity the sign of love 
and the means of forgiveness? You will never love for Allah’s 
sake unless you first know Allah (^). The natural sequence is that 
before anything else you should know who is your Rabb and what 
is your faith. When you know this with a dean mind you will 
appreciate with a grateful heart the kindness of the one who 
conveyed the Message of Allah (3s) to you an bore hardships on 
your account. That is the meaning of the HadTth: ' love Allah [fe] 
for the bounties He (&) provides you with and love me for the 
love of Allah (#]"; And the meaning of the Qur’anic verse: 

^Say [O Muhammad to mankind]: If you [really! love Allah; then 
Follow me; Allah will love you and forgive you of your sins, Allah 
often is oft- Forcing, All-Merciful.) (Qur’an 3:31) 
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□ Then again, the Prophet of Islam did not appoint himself 
as a “gateway” for forgiveness and blessings. He never did so for 
a single day, because he was never implicated in swindling. He 
tells you either to go with him or go along with someone else, and 
let us all stand before Allah (3s) and pray to Him (#e): 

(You [Alone] we worship, and you [Alone] we ask for help [For 
each and everything] ■ Show us the straight path; The path of those 
whom you have favoured; Not the path of those who deserve your 
anger nor of those who go astray*) (Qur'an 1 : 5-7) 

So if this Prophet (^) is pleased with you, he will pray to 
Allah (fe) for you; and if you are pleased with him and 
acknowledge his great work and status in your heart, then 
pray to Allah ($e) for him likewise. You will be participating 
with the angels, who recognize his greatness and pray for his 
increased reward; 

(Look! Allah and His angels shower blessings on the Prophet* You 
who believe! Ask for blessings on him and salute him with a worthy 
salutation*) (Qur’an 33: 56} 

□ It is not Muhammad's task to drag you to paradise with a rope. 
His task is only to implant insight into your heart to see the truth 
within. His means of doing that is a Book which falsehood can 
never approach cither from infront or behind, which is easy to 
remember and safe from deviation. That is the secret of the 
permanency in his message. 

□ Let us see, therefore, how the Prophet (^g) treated the 
environment in which he was bom, in the light of this essential 
nature of his message, and let us before that look at the conditions 
of this environment itself* 




The Life of Prophet Muhammad 3 1 



The Arabs at the Advent of Islam 

The people of Makkah were weak in thought, and strong in 
desire, since there is no relationship between the maturity of 
thought and the maturity of instinct, nor between the 
backwardness of societies in their intellect and the backwardness 
in lust and desire. The viciousness of desire and lust which we 
hear about in Paris and Hollywood is not much more than what 
was experienced in the past centuries when corruption was 
spread over the surface of the globe. The advance of civilization 
has had no effect from this point of view except to increase the 
means of gratification. The desires themselves remain the same 
before and after the flood [of the time of Nooh (Noah) (i^)]* 
Selfishness, greed, showing off quarrelling and jealousy, as well 
as all the other despicable qualities, filled the world of old, al 
though through the ages they appeared in different clothing. You 
can see in the primitive village or among members of a simple 
tribe rivalry for wealth an status exists as it exists in the most 
modem societies* Many people may lack vast reserves of 
knowledge and virtue but they never lack vast reserves of 
trickery, ambition and intrigue. You may be astonished at people 
who do not understand a problem just under their noses whereas 
they understand that so-and-so is no better than they. 

□ From the time of (Nooh) (&$), life contained a fair amount 
of such stupidity and stubbornness, Thus when Nooh’ s ($££) 
people were invited to believe in Allah (3e) alone, their 
response to Nooh (&B) showed no concern for the subject- 
matter of the invitation. All they cared about was the person 
who extended the invitation and the high status he would 
acquire with this message: 

<But the chieftains of his folk, who disbelieved, said: this is cwiiy a 
mortal like you who would make himself superior to you. Had Allah 
willed, He surely could have sent down angels*) (Qur'an 23; 24) 
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□ There are many openings for personal desire to influence 
one's actions and the effects of desire on morals arc very 
complicated. Among the violent waves of desire and sin and 
the people living in that environment were prominent 
examples of strong passion and paralysed thought, or 
thought which developed under the shadow and in the 
service of uncontrolled passion. Disbelief in Allah {$£) and 
the Last Day, concern for the pleasures of the world and 
engrossment in the satisfaction of them, strong desire for 
supremacy, grandeur and authority, fickle prejudices which 
wage war or make peace for these desires: they are the 
inherited traditions which direct the material and moral 
activities of the individual in this limited sphere, 

□ It is a mistake to think of Makkah in those days as a village, cut 
off from civilization and in a desolate desert, aware of nothing in 
the world except the necessities which barely kept the body alive. 
On the contrary, it had its fill until it ran wild, disputed its 
arrogance until it crushed itself, and ungodliness sank deep into 
its being until it became almost impossible to extract it. The 
people were either blind to the truth or denied it In this society 
which had never any sort of intellectual civilization, the 
individual’s pride reached such an extent lhat there could be 
found those who vied with Pharaoh in his tyranny and arrogance, 

□ * Amr ibn Hisham said, justifying his disbelief in the Message 
of Muhammad (^): 

“We rivalled the BanQ *Abd Manaf for honour and prestige 
until when we resembled two racehorses, they said: “Among us 
there is a Prophet who receives revelations. By God, we shall 
not believe in him and we shall never follow him unless we 
receive revelations too, just like him ” 

□ It is claimed that A1 WalTd ibn Ai MughTra said to the 
Messenger of Allah (^): “If prophethood were true then I 
should have a priority to it rather than you, since I am older and 
have more wealth than you.” 
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□ Such arrogant stupidity was not displayed by Makkah alone: in 
Madmah, 'Abdullah ibn Uhayy's disbelief was for similar reasons. 

After the FJijrah Allah's Messenger (^£s) went to visit Sa‘d 
ibn'Ubadah during his sickness before the Battle of Badr, He 
rode a donkey and had Usamah ibn Zaid behind him. They rode 
until they passed by a gathering of people in which was 
'Abdullah ibn Ub&yy, The gathering contained a mixture of 
Muslims, idolaters and Jews, and among the Muslims was 
* Abdullah ibn Rawaha. 

When the dust from the animal reached the gathering 
‘Abdullah ibn Uh&yy covered his nose with his cloak and said: 
“Do not throw dust on us.” 

□ The Prophet ($&) greeted them and then stopped and 
dismounted. He called them to Allah (*&) and recited the Qur’an 
to them, ‘Abdullah ibn Ub&yy said: “Hey man, there is nothing 
better than what you say. If it is the truth then don't annoy us with 
it in our gatherings. Go back to your mount, and whoever comes 
to you. tell him about it.” 

□ ‘Abdullah ibn Rawaha said: “On the contrary O Messenger of 

Allah ($^) f bring it to us in our gatherings. We love that.” 
Thereupon the Muslims, idolaters and Jews began to abuse each 
other until they were on the verge of coming to blows. The 
Messenger of Allah continued to pacify them until they 

calmed down. 

□ Then he mounted and rode off and when he reached Sa‘d ibn 
Ubadah he said: “Did you hear what Ibn Hibban (that is, 

' Abdullah ibn UbSyy) said?” 

□ Sa‘d asked what he said and the Prophet (^} told him. ITien 
Sa'd said: “You must pardon him, Messenger of Allah {^), for 
by Him who revealed the Book to you, Allah {$£) has given you 
the truth which He ($&) revealed to you. The people of this lake 
(Madlnah) had assembled to crown him and tie a band (of 
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honour) on his head. But when Allah ($£} prevented that with 
the truth He gave you, he was outmatched by that. And that is 
what made him do what you saw,” 1 

□ Ibn Ubayy was tormented by Islam since he saw it, as a threat 
to his leadership, and it was the same with Abu Jahl before. Now, 
if these people turned away from the truth after understanding it 
clearly, there are thousands of others who, although they do not 
understand Islam, hate it and fight against it, 

□ Amid these simple or compound forms of ignorance and these 
deliberate or misguided hostilities, amid innumerable examples of 
misguidance and unawareness, Islam began to spread its rays little 
by little until it took a whole nation out of darkness into light, in 
fact, Islam turned that nation into a brilliant lamp which provided 
illumination and guidance. The lessons which caused this amazing 
transformation and which raised tribes and nations from the Nadir 
to the Zenith were not medicine for a particular time or a specific 
set of people. They were essential cures for human nature 
whenever it got out of hand, and they shall remain as long as 
humans remain, and they shall ennoble them and resuscitate life. 

A Teacher Messenger 

The news had spread among the followers of the previous 
Scriptures that the time for the appearance of a Prophet 
had drawn near and this had its justifications. The people were 
accustomed to receiving one Prophet after another without too 
long a wait in between, and it often happened that prophets 
existed in the same age and lived in the same or neighbouring 
regions. After Jesus, however, the situation had changed. Almost 
six centuries had passed since his ministry and a new Prophet 
was yet to be seen. 

Q When the world became crammed with vice and corruption, 



3 A sound HadPth narrated by Bukhari with Uic explanation of Fatjjal Bari. I| Is also 
narrated by Muslim and Ahmad from the I.Iadith of Usama Jbn 7ayd. 




The Life of Prophet Muhammad 35 



the eagerness for the awaited reformer increased. There were 
men who detested the prevailing ignorance and were looking 
forward to this noble position, wishing that they would be 
chosen for it. Among them was Umayyah Ibn AI Salt, whose 
poetry was full of references to Allah ($f) and the praise that 
was due to Him. So much so that the Prophet (^i) said of him: 
“Umayyah was about to accept Islam. 2 

□ ‘Amr Ibn al SharTd reported from Umayyah: 

I was riding behind the Messenger of Allah (^i) one day 
and he said: 

“Do you know any poem of Umayyah ibn al Salt? I Said yes, 
so he said recite it. I recited a couplet, and he asked me to 
continue reciting until I had recited a hundred couplets.” 

However, Providence ignored these aspiring poets and 
revolutionaries and imposed the great trust on a man who never 
aspired for it nor had any thought of it: 

<You had no hope that the Scripture would be inspired in you; but It 
is a mercy from your Lord, so never be a helper to the disbeliever. > 
(Qur'an 28: 86) 

Selection for the great roles do not come about by aspiration 
for them but by the strength to bear them. There are many 
people in life who desire but possess only the ability to desire, 
and there are many staunch people who remain silent but when 
they arc given the trust they perform miracles with it. 

□ No one knows the capacities of individuals except their 
Creator, and He (ife) who wants to guide the entire world will 
choose for this great task a noble soul The Arabs in their 
jahillyah regarded Muhammad with respect, for they saw 
in his character the signs of perfect manhood. However, they 
never thought for one moment that the future of life would be 
tied to his future, and that wisdom would burst forth from that 



'A sound I f mirth naira led by Muslim and Ibn Majab from Aba They also 

n lirraied i I from lhn al Sbarrd as ihe oomplol km of ihe Idllovi ing i IndlUi. 
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pure mouth and traverse the deserts and the jungles, the hills and 
the plains. They saw of him only what a child sees of the surface 
of the sea; he is fascinated with the calm surface and knows 
nothing of its depths. Allah's selection of Muhammad {^) was 
a surprise, but after the initial shock disappeared he braced his 
strong shoulders to bear the burden that was to be thrust on him. 
Thereafter, he applied himself to his task with clarity and 
Allah's assistance. 

□ For 23 years the Revelation descended upon him, each set of 
AyM (verses) being revealed according to circumstances and 
events. TTiis long, vibrant period was one of learning and teaching, 
Allah ($6) taught His Prophet (^), who in turn received these 
interesting sciences and turned them over in his mind until they 
became a part of his being. Then he taught them to the people, and 
captivated their souls with the depth and beauty of their message. 
The Revelation of the Qur'an over this long period was done by 
the Creator to provide a cure for ailing souls, to establish His 0*) 
law r s in the hearts and souls of people and to construct a new social 
order. The Qur’an's harmony in its goals and meanings over such a 
long time is considered to be one of the aspects of its miraculous 
nature. The last portions to be revealed after almost a quarter of a 
century came in total conformity and harmony with its early 
portions, one complementing and reinforcing the other as if they 
had all been revealed at the same time. The Arabs wondered why 
the Qur'an was revealed in that way: 

(And those who disbelieve say: "Why is not the Qur'an revealed to 
him all at once?" Thus [It is sent down in parts], that We may 
strengthen your heart thereby* And We have revealed it to you 
gradually. In stages* [It was revealed to the Prophet in 23 years]* And 
no example or similitude do they bring [to oppose or to find fault In 
you or In this Qur'an], but We reveal to you the truth [against that 
similitude or example ] , and the better explanation thereof* } 

(Qur'an 25: 32-33) 
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□ The Qur'an explains the real nature of the faith as Allah 0£) 
made it and the history of this faith. In its general call it presents 
the doubts and answers them. It brings its proofs with clear 
understanding of its opponents’ views. It follows all the 
accusations made against it to the farthest extent and then it 
presents its evidence and destroys al! the accusations. The 
Qur'an began among the people in whose hearts disbelief was 
firmly rooted and on whose longues argument was ready. It was 
as if fate had chosen this environment to be the society 
representing the lowest level of doubt that could enter the heart 
and tlie most extensive challenge that falsehood could pose. 
Thus if Islam succeeded in dispelling these doubts and 
overcoming these hurdles, then it would be even more capable 
of facing the other challenges which are of a lesser degree. 

□ Those questions which were directed to the Prophet or were 
expected to be directed to him in relation to their varying beliefs 
and laws found satisfactory answers in the Qur'an, with the 
understanding that the question represented not only the need of 
the questioner but also the need of the mankind at all times. In 
this atmosphere full of questions, requests for clarification, or 
challenges. Revelation came to the Prophet ($£g) with the words: 
u $ay this” or "Say thaf\ There are many AyM (verses) which 
begin with this command in reply to a question asked or assumed. 
When you read these elaborate answers, you feel a wave of 
certainty flowing into your heart as if the misgivings you 
harboured or were likely to harbour had been swept away. These 
strong bonds are what tie the eternal Message to the conscience of 
the people. The Qur'an is a living messenger: you ask it and it 
answers you; you listen to it and it satisfies you. 

□ Look how it establishes the concept of the resurrection, 
reward and punishment; how it stresses the comprehensiveness 
of Allah's will and power in the course of an answer to a 
question asked. Look how the concepts are interwoven in a give 
and take, in an objection and rebuttal as if it were a flowing 
discussion which extended farther than the immediate speaker 
and affected all the mankind to the end of time. 
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<Does not man see that We have created him from Nut faff [mixed 
male and female sexual discharge - semen drops]. Yet behold he 
[stands forth] as an open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a 
parable. And forgets his own creation. He says "Who will give life to 
these bones after they are rotten and have become dust?" Say: [O 
Muhammad) "He will give life to them Who created them for the 
first tlmel And He is the All-Knower of every creation! " He Who 
produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you kindle 
therewith. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, Able to 
create the like oF them? Yes, Indeed! He is the All-knowing Supreme 
Creator, Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that 
He says to it, "Bel- and It isl So glorified is He and exalted above all 
that they associate with Him, and in Whose Hands Is the dominion of 
all things: and to Him you shall be returned,) (Qur’an 36: 77-83) 

□ This is one example of reasoning based on accurate vision. It 
is not specific for one age or one place. It is addressed to the 
general intellect in all the mankind and it is an explanation of the 
wisdom behind the Revelation of the Qur’an in installments. The 
Ay at (verses) came to the Prophet {^g) with the order “say 
such-and-such” in reply to the questions put to him during his 
efforts to call mankind to Allah ($S). Then both the question and 
the answer arc recorded, so that the knowledge thus gained may 
benefit mankind till the end of time. The command to “say” 
attracted the concern of the scholars: It is an instruction from 
Allah to His Messenger and an instruction from the 
Messenger to the people; and after this command came the 
statements which contained all that Allah wished of advice, 
exhortations and regulations. 

□ When the idolaters wanted as was their custom to transfer 
the field of dispute from the real nature of the faith to the 
person of the Prophet (^£1) and his followers, the following 
Ayat (verses) were revealed: 
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<Say [O Muhammad]: "Have you thought; whether Allah causes me 
[Muhammad] and those with me to perish or has mercy on us F still, 
who will protect the disbelievers from a painful doom?* say: "He is the 
Beneficent. In Him we believe and in Him we put our trust. And you 
wifi soon know who it is that is dearly in error.") (Qur’an 67: 28-29) 

Look how He extracts the marrow from amid the dust of 
argument! What good would it do to you if Muhammad (^) 
and all those with him were wiped out? Just think how 
superstitions destroyed you and diverted you from the straight 
path! It is not the duty of the Prophet {^i/and his Companions 
to think about themselves and their good fortune. They are 
simply callers to the Beneficent: they believe in Him and put 
their trust in Him, So if you want, the way to the Beneficent, it is 
prepared and easy! 

□ It is not necessary for a question to be asked for the answer 
"Say” to come from Allah (M). It may be that the method used to 
present the principles and etiquette of the dc? wah requires this 
kind of opening. Thus the purpose behind it would be to explain 
the need for Islam and the Prophet in such a clear and satisfactory 
manner that ai I doubts arc uprooted before they am bom. 

iSay [O Muhammad]: "Truly, my Lord has guided me to a Straight 
Path, a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim [Abraham], Hznifa 
[Le + the true Islamic Monotheism - to believe in One Cod [Allah 
r.e, to worship none but Allah, Alone]and he was not of Af- 
Mushrikun [Polytheists], Say [O Muhammad]: "Verily, my 
[prayer], my sacrifice, my Jiving, and my dying are for Allah, the 
Lord of the 'afatmn [mankind, jinn and ail that exists], "He has no 
partner. And of this I have been commanded, and I am the first of 
the Muslims." Say: "Shall f seek a lord other than Allah, while He \s 
the Lord of all things? No person earns and [sins] except against 
himseif [only], and no bearer of burdens shail bear the burden of 
another. Then unto your Lord Is your return, so He will tell you that 
wherein you have been differing.") (Qur’an 6: 161-164) 
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This address to the Prophet (^) implies a command to all 
living beings in his era as well as the era of the afterwards to 
contemplate with their intellect what is being revealed to him and 
judge with their consciences the extent of its accuracy and 
sincerity. Thus If one's heart is full of faith, it is faith in the Lord 
of everything and the Prophet’s {#$£} task ends at this point: 
when the intellect and heart arrive at their Creator and the 
straight path becomes clear to them. After that every man and 
women must (themselves) bear the consequences of the good or 
evil that they do. 

□ The Prophet (£§§) is not an intermediary who bears for you 
the good you performed, nor a sacrificial victim who bears for 
you the punishment you deserve. Herein lies the deep gulf 
between Christianity and Islam. Islam rates highly the value of 
humans and gives them their appropriate reward according to 
their righteousness or depravity. In Christianity, however, 
humans are too lowly to have direct access to the Lord of the 
Worlds: there must be another whom they can approach and 
who accepts their repentance. And who is that other? An 
adopted son! If people confess to sins, it is not they who face the 
penalty: the sacrifice was ofTered in a past age for these sins, and 
they must believe in that if they want to gain salvation! This 
insanity is in need of heavy drag lines to travel through life 
opposed to logic and justice. 

□ In Islam, Allah (30 tells His Prophet (^) something which 
opens up the eyes and intellect: 

(Say [O Muhammadp "Who Is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth?" Say? "Allah!" Say? "Do you then take [others] beside Him 
for protectors who can neither benefit nor hurt even themselves?" 
Say r "is the blind man equal to the sighted man, or is darkness equal 
to light?" Or assign they to Allah partners who created the like of 
His creation so that creation [which they made and His creation] 
seemed alike to them? Say: "Allah is the Creator oF all things, and 
He is the One, the Almighty,"? (Qur’an 13: 16) 
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These questions come one after the other like whiplashes 
which sting falsehood, awaken the sleeper and spur humankind 
to embrace the truth and rise high with it. This is what the 
Messenger of Islam ($&) proclaimed and worked for, 

□ Islam encountered the strongest opposition from the paganism 
of that time. It did not breathe Us last after a battle or two; 
instead it fought hard for every handful of earth. After the death 
of the Prophet (^s) it was thought that paganism had exhausted 
its strength. On the contrary, it grew stronger and the whole 
peninsula was in a turmoil during AbG Bakr’s (*&) reign. The 
Musl ims were surrounded by a storm of blind apostasy and they 
began fighting it once more. However, they w'ere unable to 
defeat it until after they sustained losses greater than those they 
had experienced in the Prophet’s (^) lifetime while fighting 
those idolaters. The people who remained steadfast to the truth 
after the death of their Prophet were the real Muslims, Islam is a 
commitment to principles, not people, Allah (ife) taught His 
Prophet (^g) and the Muslims through him, how to adhere to 
the truth they had recognized and to hold fast to it no matter how 
much they were attacked and opposed. 

□ The world is overflowing with incentives to deviation, and it 
attempts first and foremost not to leave any space in itself for faith. 
If faith gains any progress after struggling hard, it w ill try to make 
it forgo a portion and be content with a portion. If it succeeds in 
manoeuvring faith into this position, it will then be easy to finish it 
off. This is why Allah gives the decisive order in the Qur’an, 
decreeing that faith is an integrated whole w^hich cannot be divided 
and that this fact must never cease to be impressed upon the 
unbelievers. Thus we must hold fast to these interrelated 
teachings, love and hate according to their directives and make 
peace or war on their behalf. The value of emotion in the service 
of Islam is no less than the value of reason relevant. The relevant 
Qur'anic AyM {verses) are actually command to the Muslims 
which came in the form of an address to the Prophet ($^). 
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(0 Prophet! Remember your duty to Allah and do not obey the 
disbelievers and the hypocrites. Behold! Allah is knower, Wise, And 
follow that which Is Inspired in you from your Lord, Behold Allah is 
Aware of what you do. And put your trust In Allah, for Allah is 
sufficient as Trustee,) (Qur'an 33: 1-3) 

It is not expected that the Prophet (#g) would obey the non- 
believes and hypocrites for him to be warned of it. It is we who 
are meant by this directive. Similarly we find the verse: 

<"Call [the mankind] to your Rdbb, and do not be of those who 
ascribe partners [to Him]. And do not call any other god along with 

Allah") (Qur’an 28: 87-88) 

From the very start of his da wah the Prophet (^£g) waged 
war on polytheism and false gods, and it is from him that the 
people learned of this battle, thus it is not possible to expect 
otherwise from him. 

□ Similarly the Qur'an says: 

i Do not strain your eyes towards that which We cause some wedded 
pairs among them to enjoy, and do not be grieved on their account, and 
lower your wing [in tenderness] for the believers,) (Qur'an 1 5: 88) 

i And do not obey him whose heart We have made heedless of our 
remembrance, who follows his own lust and whose case has been 
abandoned Say: [It is] the Truth from the Rabb of you [Allf) 

(Qur’an IS: 28-29) 

<And if you [O Muhammad] are in doubt concerning that which We 
reveal you, then question those who read the Scripture [that was] 
before you. Indeed, the truth from your Lord has come to you. So, 
do not be one of the waverers. And do not be one of those who 
deny the Revelations of Allah, for then you will be one of the 
losers,) (Qur'an 10: 94-95) 

The commentators say that the Ummah was addressed by these 
Ay at (verses) in the person of its Prophet (^} s just as orders are 
given to the leader though he is the soldier who execute them. 
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Others say that the Prophet (^$) himself was addressed by them in 
order to spur him on and make him more determined, it is like the 
strong person who is told not to weaken or the intelligent person 
who is told not to be stupid, not because it is feared that they will 
be so but to encourage them to maintain these qualities of strength 
and wisdom. In a similar manner courageous people will go 
forward into the jaws of death if they are told not to be cowardly. 

□ In any case the Prophet C^s) is the most excellent example 
and from his pattern of behaviour the people take his ideal. Both 
he as well as ourselves have been ordered to steer clear of the 
misguided people and not to adopt their attitudes and actions, 
the reason for this being is that on many occasions truth is in a 
weak position and hard to follow whereas falsehood is strong 
and has many attractions. An ideology has the right to demand 
of its adherents their total support and their rejection of anything 
opposed to it. The orders which command these attitudes will 
never be short of sternness: what more could there be after Allah 
($Q says to His Prophet (^): 

<!f you ascribe a partner of Allah your work will fail and indeed you 
will be among the losers* No, it is Allah you must serve, and be 
among the thankful,) (Qur'an 39; 65-66) 

This mode of address resounds in the cars and it is used for a 
purpose. It had the effect of rousing the feelings of the Muslims 
against corruption and frightening them against allowing it to 
happen, lest they fall into it. 

□ The opinions of the commentators which previously quoted 
are also equally applicable to this Ayah (verse); 

^And if you [Muhammad] are In doubt concerning that which We 
reveal to you, then question those who read the Scripture [that was] 
before you*) (Qur’an 10: 94) 

This is addressed to the reader or the listener or to the 
Prophet (^gg) himself by way of exhortation as you already 
know, since the Prophet would never doubt his prophethood. 
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This statement supposes the impossible to happen, for in another 
chapter, the Qur'an says: 

<Say [O Muhammad]: The Beneficent One has no son, I am first 
among the worshippers,) (Qur'an 43: 81) 

that is, if He had a son, I should be the first to worship him, 

□ So what is the meaning of asking the People of the Book? 
The commentators say, it means the trustworthy and just among 
them, for they would not hide the evidence of truth if they were 
asked. However, think that such truthful people among the 
People of the Book arc very scarce and one cannot depend on 
what they say, I do not think this is the meaning of the verse. 
One comes to appreciate the value of what one has, when one 
sees the confusion among others. So if you ever have any doubt 
about the Qur'an being from Allah (ie), then search through the 
Old and New Testaments and you will quickly return to your 
Book and hold fast to it* and praise the Almighty a thousand 
times for having guided you to it! 1 think this is what the verse is 
referring to, since the truth in Islam becomes stronger and 
clearer when one discovers the corruption that happened to the 
earlier religions* This understanding agrees with Allah's saying: 

<And if you do follow their desires after the knowledge which has 
come to you, then you will have from Allah no protecting friend nor 
helper,) (Qur'an 2: 120) 

□ It is also supported by the saying which RukharT reports from 
Ibn L Abbas, He said: 

"O gathering of Muslims, how could you ask the People of the 
Book while your Book which was revealed to your Prophet is the 
most recent book from Allah (is)? You recite it in its pure form 
without any corruption, and Allah (fcj tells you that the People of 
the Book changed and Interpolated the Book of Allah (ft). They 
wrote the Book with their own hands and said it was from Allah 
($e) so that they might sell It for a little price! Does not the 
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knowledge which come to you prevent you from asking them? 
No, by Allah (&), we do not see a single one of them ever asking 
you about whot was revealed to them!" 

□ Islam from the educational point of view is knowledge of the 
truth, and from the emotional point of view love for and support 
of it and hatred and open enmity towards falsehood. There are 
some people who show calmness in their feelings and with this 
they receive an opinion and its opposite. This may be acceptable 
in trifling matters. However, if it concerns faith and disbelief, 
morality and immorality, then it is not. It is Allah (3&) who taught 
His Prophet (^g) the Book and faith, and from this recognition of 
Allah’s bounty to him he held his faith dear and felt proud of the 
Qur’an. He lived with them, and for them he waged war and 
made peace. Many a time did his enemies long for him to 
compromise a little with them, but they were disappointed. 

fWho would have had you compromise, that they may 
compromise.) (Qur'an 68: 9) 

□ The nation who is worthy of belonging to his fold is that 
nation which struggles for truth and does not allow it to be 
disparaged or wronged. One of its characteristics is that, it is a 
nation with an ideology and a methodology: its moral and 
material existence depend on the energy it expends for this 
purpose and the fruits it produces. 

Status of the Sunnah in Relation to the Qur’an 

It is the duty of Muslim to arrange in order, the sources from 
which they take their faith and to know the correct position of 
the recorded sayings and actions of the Prophet (=£g) in relation 
to the complete record of divine Revelation with which the final 
message was crowned. The Qur’an is the spirit and essence of 
Islam, and its conclusive verses its constitution was laid down 
and its method explained. Allah (3£) himself undertook to 
protect it and in this way the reality of the faith was preserved 
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and everlasting life was decreed for it. The man to whom Allah 
(6$) chose to convey His signs and deliver His message was a 
“living Quran’* who walked among men. He was a perfect 
example of faith and humility, striving and struggle, truth and 
strength, understanding and expression. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that his sayings, actions, tacit agreements, morals and 
rules as well as all aspects of his life are counted as the pillars of 
faith and legislation for Muslims, 

□ Allah ($g) chose him to speak in His name and convey His 
message: so who is more capable than he of understanding the 
meaning of Allah’s words? And who is more capable than he of 
defining the method which conforms to the Qur’anic references 
and suggestions? The application of the law is no less important 
than its formulation. The law has its letter and its spirit, and when 
efforts arc made to interpret different events according to the law, 
one finds juristic opinions and advice being given and 
experiences and lessons being recalled, sometimes the application 
of the law in these various circumstances seems to be nearer to 
the letter, and at other times it seems nearer to the spirit. 

□ The Qur’an is the law of Islam and the Sunnah its application, 
and Muslims are required to respect this application just as much 
as they are required to respect the law itself, Allah (M) Himself 
gave His Prophet the right to be followed in all that he 
ordered or prohibited, since in these things he did not speak of 
his own accord but under guidance from his Lord. Thus 
obedience to him is obedience to Allah ($g) and it is not blind 
submission to a human being, Allah ($f) says: 

(Those who obey the Messenger obey Allah, and those who turn 
away, We have not sent you as a warden over them*) (Qur'an 4; SO) 

(And We have revealed you the Remembrance so that you may 
explain to people that which has been revealed for them, and that 
perhaps they may reflect. > (Qur’an 16: 44) 
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<And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take rc. And what-so-ever 
he forbids, abstain [from it].) (Qur’an 59: 7) 

□ It must be remembered, however, that divine inspiration does 
not paralyse the higher human faculties. It is a mistake to think 
that the prophets are puppets whom the angels cause to talk or 
keep quiet. Even if they were not prophets, they would have 
been respectable men qualified to be in the forefront. Revelation 
does not come to people haphazardly. Only those are selected 
for it, who are the most perfect of all people in their intellect, 
virtue and character. Their way of life is not to be discarded nor 
are they to be neglected, above all when all these qualities are 
reinforced by infallibility and the sagacity by correct direction. 

□ To follow the footsteps of the Prophets (£g£s) is total virtue 
and, as such, the Sunnah of Muhammad {^) was made a 
primary source of law along with the Qur’an by which Allah 
($t f) honoured him and all the Muslims, The things that are 
reported from him must be adopted, however, be scrutinized 
carefully before they arc accepted as genuine, because of the 
distortions which occurred in the past. Not everything which is 
authentically proved to come from him is always understood 
correctly or given its rightful position. The Muslims were not 
hurt by the fabricated b&dlths as much as by the 
misinterpretation of genuine h^dTths. This reached such a great 
extent that finally people began to look at the entire collection of 
hadlths with a sceptical eye and wished that the Muslim would 
eradicate them. 

□ This is an error on two counts. Firstly, it ignores historical 
reality, since the world has never known any man whose every 
action was recorded and minutely scrutinized as those of 
Muhammad Ibn 4 Abdullah. How could they then be thrown into 
the dustbin? Secondly, there are many gems of wisdom in the 
Sunnah, and if they were to be ascribed to anybody else, that 
person would be considered one of the greatest reformers, so 
why allow them to go waste and deprive people of their benefit? 
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□ When we study the legacy of Muhammad in morals 

and when we review his sayings which run into the thousands on 
virtue, we have the impression that if an army of psychologists 
and educationists were to come together and try to produce such 
advice, they would fail Yet morality is only one branch of the 
Prophets (^) message. Nevertheless, no-one can be an 
authority on the Sunn ah unless he or she fulfils all the 
requirements necessary to make the study of it beneficial to 
Islam and the Muslims. 

(1) No-one can be an authority on the Sunnah unless he or she 
studies the Qur’anic sciences in detail. The Qur'an is the sole 
constitution of IslSm, and it is what defines precisely for 
Muslims their duties and rights, it delegates to them all their 
responsibilities in order, and it demarcates their acts of devotion, 
their lives, so that one act does not cross out another or cause 
them to neglect their work and duties in life. Those who fail to 
acquire this knowledge from the Qur'&n will never be 
compensated for its loss by anything else, and any picture which 
forms in their minds about (slam from a non-Quranic source is 
defective and may be totally contrary to the truth. For this reason 
the leading $ahabah were keen to clear the way for the noble 
Qur'Sn to occupy its rightful place in their hearts and they 
ensured that nothing vied with it for priority. 

□ Ibn 4 Abdul Barr reported in his book Jmti 1 Baym al \ Ilm wa 
Fadlih from Jabir Ibn 3 'Abdullah ibn Yasar who said he heard 
'All (4Q saying; 

I strongly urge all those who have written collections (other 
than Qur'an) to go back and destroy them, for the people 
perished only because they followed sayings of their scholars 
and cast aside the Book of their Lord, 



Jr J’his is how it is written in the book "JamTBay&t al llm.'* It is a mistake either from 
the copier or the printer. Originally it should be ' from "Abdullah ibn Yasfr' . This 
Jabir is A] Ja'fi and he is very weak, Al Jauzajani and others called him a liar. 
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□ He also reported from A1 Zuhn from ‘Urwa 4 that ‘Umar ibn 
al Khatt&b (40 wanted to write down the Prophetic 
sayings and consulted the Companions about it. They agreed, 
and ‘Umar (4^) prayed for one month, asking Allah’s guidance 
in the matter. One day he came, confident of Allah’s decision, 
and said; 

1 had wanted to write down the prophetic sayings but I 
remembered a people before you, who wrote books and held fast 
to them and forgot the Book of Allah (3s), By Allah (3e), I shall 
not mix the Book of Allah ($e) with anything at all. [or in 
another version] shall not cause the Book of Allah {3£) to be 
forgotten. 

□ Also, on the authority of Ibn Sirin who said; ‘The children of 
Israel went astray because of some books they inherited from 
their fathers. 

□ ‘Alqama and Al-Aswad visited ‘Abdullah ibnMas’udand 
they had a scroll containing on interesting text. ‘Abdullah ibn 
Mas'ud then told his servant to bring a bowl of water and with it 
he washed out the writing, repeating, 

^We relate unto you [Muhammad] the best of stories through Our 
Revelations unto you, of this Qur'an, And before this [Le. before the 
coming of Divine Revelation to you], you were among those who knew 
nothing about it [the Qur'an],) (Qur’an 12: 3) 

□ They said to him, “Look, it contains wonderful sayings.” 

□ But he continued to wash it out and said; “These hearts are 
vessels, so fill them with the Qur’an and do not fill them with 
anything else.” The scroll had contained a portion of the 
sciences of the People of the Book. 



He is "Uiwa son of Al Zub&yr. I fe never heard from ‘Umar (4) and in fact, never saw 
him. This quotation is therefore weak It is reported in the same manner by A! Khatlb with 
the exception of the version of Rashid who reported it from At Zuhri and connected it by 
mentioning "Abdullah ibn 1 Umar ibn T Urwa and ’Umar (-$*}. Ho wewr. this report is mm 
as Al-Khatlb himself explained. 
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□ Also, on the authority of Amir a! Sha‘bT from Quraza ibn 
Ka‘b {^), who said: 

We left the town, heading for Iraq and ‘Umar {^) went with 
us as far as, Sirar, then he said: “Do you know why I have 
walked with you?” 

□ They said: “Yes, We arc the Prophet's (£§&) Companions so 
you have walked with us in order to see us off and honour us.” 

□ Then he said, “You are going to the people of a town who 
recite the Qur'an with a humming sound like that of the bee. Do 
not distract them with the HadTth. Recite the Qur'an to the best 
of your ability and keep to the minimum your quotations from 
the Prophet (^X peace be upon him. Continue and I shall be 
your partner.” 

□ When Quraza reached Iraq, the people asked him to narrate 
the Prophet’s {#&) sayings and he $aid f “Umar (^) stopped us 
from doing that.” 

□ ‘Umar (*&), ‘All (^) and the other leading Companions did 
not reject the Surrnah. Nevertheless, they wanted to give the 
Qur’an the greatest share of reception and appreciation, and this 
is the natural sequence. One must fully and correctly understand 
the law before delving into the details and explanations which 
are given for some parts of it, since the details and explanations 
are not needed by everyone, Also people's minds might be 
clustered up and no space left in them for the necessary and 
important principles. 

□ Care must be taken especially since the way in which the 
HadTth are narrated brings together various sayings which the 
Prophet {$&) made on different occasions and at different times. 
‘Urwa ibn al Zubayr repons that ‘A’ishah said: 

(!) Are you not surprised at Aba Humtrah (^)7 He came and sat 
next to my room and narrated HadTth from the Messenger of Allah 
wanting me to hear, I was praying and he left before I 
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finished my prayer If 1 had caught him I should have replied to 
him. The Messenger of Allah (^) did not recite Hadlth as you do. 5 
(2) After the understanding of the Qur'an comes the correct 
understanding of the authentic hadlths. It is best for those who 
know the Sunnah to refrain from quoting the Prophet (^) if 
they do not understand the full implication of the quotation, 
though they may understand the literal sense of the words. The 
Sunnah suffered greatly in the past from those who memorized 
much of it but understood very little. 4 ATshah's astonishment at 
Abu Hurairah's {^) quoting of hadlths w as not because she was 
accusing him of lying* His method of narrating Hadlth neglected 
the circumstances under which they had been said and strung 
one Hadlth to another. Muslim narrates that "Umar (*$*) struck 
Abu Hurairah (40 because he heard him quoting the Hadlth of 
the Prophet (^&): "whomever says There is no god but Allah (3c) 
will enter paradise.” Perhaps 4 Umar (4*) did so because he 
found AbG Hurairah (4>) mentioning the Hadith to those who 
understood nothing about it except that Islam is a spoken 
statement and there is no action behind it. 6 Stopping the Hadlth, 
even if it be authentic, is better than reporting it in this manner, 
surrounded by ignorance. 7 

□ Ibn 'Abdul Barr reports that Abu Hurairah (*#) himself said: *T 
am narrating to you HadTth which if I had done so during 1 Umar's 
(4&) time, he would have struck me with a cane.” ‘Umar's (-&) 
reason for preventing the narration of Hadlth was because he 
wanted to build society on the teachings of the Qur'an, and 
encourage people to study the Qur'an and extract what they 
needed from it. If the Sunnah were narrated after this had been 
accomplished, it would be absorbed by enlightened minds and 



J Narrated by Bukhari, Muslim and Ibn AbduJ Barr 

6 This explanation is improbable even impossible, since the Hadlth itself as narrated 
by Muslim says that Umar (&.) was the first to meet Aba Huraira (*) and hear it 
from him. May be the author should look at it again. 

What I say is correct. Sheikh Najiruddin has no reasonable objection to my 
explanation. (Author). 
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would not be misinterpreted. Abu Hurairah (*&) might have been 
able to quote a hundred hadTths on salah because of his good 
memory, and perhaps 'Umar (4*0 would have no objection to 
them being taught in a specialist school. However, disliked the 
Muslim masses to be occupied with such things when a few 
hadTths were sufficient for them, and then they could devote more 
time to what would be beneficial for Islam and all its people. This 
is the reason why he objected to those who narrated too many 
hadTths. I bn Hazm reported almost a thousand pages of HadTth on 
wudi, for those who were interested in this kind of knowledge, 
although to occupy the masses of Muslims with the like would be 
sheer stupidity! What time would be left for the Qur’an itself? In 
fact, to occupy the Muslims with the Qur’an in this manner is to 
trespass on the religion. 

□ The Messenger of Allah (^g) said: 

' Recife the Qur'an and do not exaggerate in it nor shun it and 
do not eat by 

If any credit should go to the memorizers, it is because they 
conveyed the knowledge to those who could benefit from it. In a 
similar vein the Prophet said: 

“Perhaps the carrier of knowledge is not knowledgeable. 
Perhaps one carries knowledge to a person who is more 
knowledgeable than one self,” 9 

□ Aba Yasuf said: 

Al A'mash asked me about a problem. The two of us were 
alone and I answered him. He said: 

“Where did you get this from, Ya'qub?’’ I said: “From the 
HadTth which you told me and 1 told others!” 

Then he said to me: “0 Ya'qub, I learnt this HadTth before your 
parents were married and [ never knew its meaning until now.” 



*A sound Hadtth narrated by Ahmad and A I -Tafia wi in Sharti fvfa’anT aS AlMr from 
Abdul Rahman ibti ShibJ. 

sound HadTth narrated by Ibn + Abdul Barr as well as other compilers. 
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Abu Yflsuf, the scholar, might have seen what A] A 1 mash, 
the memorizer, did not. It is not forbidden to memorize without 
understanding. What is forbidden is that, one should understand 
incorrectly, 

□ The technical arrangement of the hSdlths as they were 
recorded and came down to us, places all matters of faith in one 
chapter and all matters of law in another, and so on. Now, since 
Islam is a collection of ail these truths, the Sunn ah has come to 
resemble a huge clothing store in which different garments arc 
arranged in different corners. Here you will find the headwear, 
across there the trousers, and beyond that the shirts, etc. 
Naturally, those who want a complete outfit will go to every 
comer and select what suits them. It often happens, however, 
that you see someone buying two caps and leaving barefoot, and 
another buying a handkerchief but is without a proper shirt! This 
is what happened to many groups who studied the Sunnah. 

After much speculation, they came out to the people armed 
with a toothbrush and turban without a tail This for them is 
Islam. The secret is that they entered this large showroom and 
came out thinking that the whole of the religion was contained in 
one or two Hadlth. Thus they harmed the Qur’an and the Sunnah, 
(3) Lack of understanding of the Sunnah, in spite of the 
preoccupation with it. has harmed the orientation of the Muslims 
and spread among them a set of unsuitable law's and restrictive 
traditions. These are rejected by the spirit of the Qur’an and 
Sunnah. although they may be based on an authentic Hadlth not 
properly understood. 

□ The cause of this is that Islam has presented a set of laws on all 
important matters, and they are contained in the Qur’an and 
Sunnah; they are all complementary', verified and supported by 
one another. Thus if there appears to be something which 
contradicts all the others, it is investigated until a rational 
explanation is found for it which conforms to all the others, or it 
is rejected in favour of those which are more authenticated. Many 
of the scholars think that the Hadfth narrated by one authentic 
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individual (and these hadnhs arc known technically as aftad) must 
be rejected if they contradict the evident meaning of the Quranic 
verses or other authentic sources or if they contradict the 
reasoning of qiyas (analogy) based on the Qur’an itself. They 
differentiate between the hadTths narrated by the jurists and those 
narrated by people who are memorizers only. Let me give you an 
example of how nations may be exposed to stagnation and loss as 
a result of their misunderstanding of events. 

□ Many Muslims rule that women should not see any stranger 
or be seen by any stranger, and in MadTnah the women walked 
in the streets wearing loose garments covering them from head 
to toe. There are two slits for them to see through, although 
these may be covered by pieces of glass or celluloid. This 
widespread tradition is based on a Hadlth which I heard the 
fat am of the Prophet’s (^) Mosque quoting in the pulpit during 
a Friday prayer. The Hadlth slates thatthe Messenger of Allah 

objected to his wives seeing 4 Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum 
and when they pointed out that he was blind, he asked them, 
"Are you blind?' 0 

□ I objected to the preacher’s citing of this Hadlth, since the 
scholar of the Sunnah had spoken about its meaning. It is sheer 



Narraled by Abo DSwfld Al- TlnmidhT, lbnSa*d and Al Baihaxp through Al-Zuhri. 
The last said - "Nabhan. slave of Umm Salmah. reported from Umm Salamab (hat she 
said: 

'T with the Prophet UK&) and so was Mainiflna and IbnUmmMakiQm 
approached This was after hijab was instituted. The Prophet (gg) said: Veil 
yourselves from him 

So we said: “G Messenger of Allah (^), isn’t ho blind and cannot see or recognize 
us? 

He replied: "Are you blind? Aren’t you seeing him? 

Al-Tirmidht said It Is a good and sound H adlth, and I bn Hajar declared its chain of 
narrators to be strong in his Fath al Ban, This is doubtful, however, since Nabhan is 
accepted as authentic only by I bn Hibban who is known for his negligence in 
authenticating the narrators. This fact is pointed out by Ibn Uajar himself in his 
introduction to Lisan al-Mizan. Kor this reason we see that he did not authenticate 
Nabhan in A] Taqrib but said of him: "Acceptable when scrutinized. But no scrutiny was 
done of him as regards this U^dhh, This statement can only mean thatthis Hadlth is 
unacceptable. Ibn Abdul Barr says: "He is not of those whose hadnhs are authentic and 
this Hadnh of his is unknown” as quoted by Ibn aJ Turkntani in Al Jawhar Al Naqi. 
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ignorance of the Sunnah to cite it when speaking of the duties of 
women, their way of life and the principles of their participation 
in society in general Why do we not mention the HadTlh 
reported by BukhM in this connection since they are more 
precise and authentic? 

□ Under the heading "Women at War and their Fighting with 
the Men” Bukhan narrates that Anas (4t) said: 

' J When il was the day of U hud the peopfe ( Muslims) retreated 
from around the people. And f saw ‘A’ishah, daughter of Abo 
Sakr Ifr], and Umrm Sulaym: their garrme ni s were tucked in and \ 
could see the outline of their legs. They were carrying 
waterbags on their backs, pouring the water into the mouths of 
the peopfe and returning to fill them and repeat the same 
procedure." 

He also mentioned under the heading "Women at War at Sea"’ 
that Anas (*&) said: 

"The Messenger of Allah (^i) entered the house of Milhan’s 
daughter. He lay down and slept. Then he laughed. 

She asked: "Why did you laugh, Messenger of Allah (^)? 

He said: l I saw people from my Ummah sailing across blue 
sea in the path of Allah as if they were kings seated on 
thrones. 

She said: O Messenger of Allah (^g) 3 pray to Allah (0) to 
make me one of them. 

He said: “0 Allah (3&} ? make her one of them.” 

Then he slept again, and he laughed. She asked him the 
reason and he repeated his dream as before. 

She said: "Pray to Allah (M) to make me one of them,” 

He said:” You are among the first, not among the last.” 

□ She married ‘UbSduh ibn al $am it after that, and she sailed 
across sea with Bint Quraza. When they reached shore she 
mounted her horse. It stumbled and she fell off and died, 

□ He also mentioned under the heading of "Women’s Carrying 
of Waterbags to the People in Battle” that 'Umar ibn Al Khattab 
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(4fc) distributed scarves to the women of Madinah and one 
excellent scarf remained. 

Some of those with him said: “0 Commander of the faithful, 
give this one to the grand daughter of Allah’s Messenger 
who is with you. They meant Umm KuJthum, daughter of ‘All 

m 

‘Umar (4fc) Said: “Umm Salit is more deserving of it. She w as 
one of the Ansar women who took the pledge with Allah’s 
Messenger 

‘Umar (*&») continued: “She used to sew water bags for us on 
the day of Uhud,” 

He also mentioned under the heading of “Women’s Attendance 
to the Wounded in Battle” from A1 Rubayyf bint Mu’awwadh, She 
said: “We were with the Prophet, giving water to drink, attending 
the sick and removing the wounded to Madina,” etc. 

□ Let us suppose that Bukhari did not narrate these authentic 
hadTths: should the Hadlth of the blind man be imposed upon 
society? Should women be confined to their homes and never 
able to leave this prison? Such -a ruling cannot be seen in the 
Qur’Hn, In fact, the Qur’an makes this ruling the punishment for 
women who commit fornication! 

{As for those of your women who are guilty of lewd ness, call to 
witness four of you against them. And if they testify [to the truth of 
the allegation] then confine them to the houses until death take them 
or [until] Allah appoint for them a way [throu^i new legislation].) 
(Qur’an 4: 15) 

□ However, the Muslims, when they found the civilized ways of 
educating men and women too hard because of their deviation 
from the Qur’an resorted to prisons and castles, and what 
happened is well known. The Muslims abandoned the Qur’an 
for the hadlths. Then they abandoned the h&dlths for the sayings 
of the scholars. Then they abandoned the sayings of the scholars 
for the method of the blind followers. Then they abandoned 
these blind followers and their sternness for the ignorant people 
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and their confusion. The evolution of Islamic thought in this 
manner was a disaster for Islam and the Muslims. I bn ‘Abdul 
Barr reports from Al DahhSk ibn Muzahim: 

“There will come a time over people when the Qur’an will be 
left on the shelf and spiders will build their webs over it: no use 
will be made of what is in it and men’s actions will be according 
to narrations and Judiths.” 

□ The path of rectitude in this blind alley is to return to the 
Qur’an and make it the main pillar of our intellectual and 
spiritual lives. Then when we are fully conversant with it we 
should look into the Sunnah and benefit from the Prophet’s 
wisdom, way of life, worship, character and regulations. 
Nobody should be allowed to speak on the Sunnah who has little 
understanding of the Qur’an, or little understanding of the 
variety of narrations, or is unaware of the occasions and 
circumstances under which they were said. 

The Prophet (^) and his Miracles 

The life of the Prophet (^g), both public as well as private, 
went according to the customary laws of nature and, as a whole, 
did not go beyond them. As a human being, he felt hunger and 
satisfaction, he had his periods of health and sickness, he 
became tired, he rested, he felt sad and glad. However, humans 
in these things are of various categories and they are not all 
bound by a general law. There are those who are passionate 
about their necessities, and if they diminish just a little their 
hearts palpitate and their energies are drained. And there are 
others who are sturdy and content with their small share. They 
march towards their goal with high head and firm footsteps. 'Hie 
machines which run on oil are of different categories. There is 
the bad kind which consumes much fuel and gives little benefit, 
and there is the good kind which produces much with a small 
fuel consumption. Human beings are just like that with their 
bodies, necessities and luxuries. 
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□ Anyone who pursues the Snah of Muhammad (i^) Ibn 
'Abdullah will see from his private life the sturdiness of the 
material which moulded his body in such a manner that giants 
could not compete with him. He was able to bear the burdens of 
life and the difficulties of the struggle with complete bravery and 
rectitude. Yes there are geniuses who are blind or deaf, who have 
stomachache or pains in their chest, but genius is not 
prophethood," Allah’s perfect favour to anybody is that He (#?) 
should grant him freedom from all these diseases so that all the 
elements may be complete which would recti fy his vision of life 
and his behaviour in it. From this point of view Muhammad (^) 
was a perfect human being and his life was in total accordance 
with Allah’s universal laws concerning outstanding heroes, 

□ As for his public life, as a Messenger (#i) conveying the 
Message from Allah (#), training the believers, resisting the 
unbelievers and persisting in the spread of his da'wah until it 
bore fruit in all comers of the globe. 

□ There is no doubt that, the Qur’an is a miraculous book, it 
awakens the higher faculties in the human race. It is somewhat 
similar to the great events which happen to people and cause 
them to think deeply and with insight. It is therefore a human 
book which assists the general awareness to be more mature and 
accurate. 

(Beholdl We have appointed It a lecture [Qur'an] In Arabic that 
perhaps you might understand-) (Qur’an 43: 3) 

A Scripture whereof the Ay Mi (verses) are expounded, a 
lecture (Qur’an) in Arabic for people who have knowledge, 

i Good tidings and a warning.) (Qur’an 41:4) 

□ The difference between the education of the Arabs by the 
Qur’an and the education of the Jews by the Torah is like the 
difference between the voice of guidance which shows the 
intelligent person the way and the whip of punishment which 

lj Sec my book The Ideology of the Muslim. 
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stings the back of the stupid beast to make it move forward, but 
it takes one step forward and then jibs. ‘Abdullah ibn RawSha 
used to chant: 

"Among us is the Messenger of Allah {^) reciting His (M) Book. 

When a hidden ray of sunlight splits the dawn. He showed us 
guidance after blindness. 

So our hearts have faith in him, that what he says is true. At 
night he forsakes his bed. 

When beds make the idolaters heavy with sleep ." 1 

□ Some scholars say that the Qur’an is the only miracle of the 
Prophet. Here they are looking only at the literal sense of the 
word miracle (Arabic mu^jiza^ which is a supernatural 
occurrence combined with a challenge, and such a challenge was 
offered only by the Qur’an. I have accepted a similar meaning 13 , 
not because of the literal definition of miracle, but in 
consideration of the intrinsic value of other miracles in relation 
to the noble goals Islam brought by. 

□ There is, however, no relationship between belief or action 
and these studies: wicked people will not be forgiven their 
wickedness because of their belief that the Prophet was sheltered 
by a cloud or addressed by a rock, nor will righteous people lose 
their status if they deny such miracles. Such studies go back to 
the scientific assessment of the evidence for and against such 
occurences and the evaluation of their significance. Accuracy or 
inaccuracy in this matter will not take away from one’s faith. 

□ A terrible craze took over the Muslims in the ascribing of 
miracles to righteous people. The majority of them went to the 
extent of linking miracles to the level of faith, and one writer on 
iaxvhki even said in verse: “Affirm the ability of saints to 
perform miracles. And who denies it, reject whatever he says.” 
The relationship of this to tcrwhJd is like its relationship to 
grammar or astronomy! In other words the essence of the 
religion is far removed from these studies whether they conclude 



" See m> book The Ideology ot the Muslim. 
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in the affirmative or negative. The miracles which are attributed 
to the saints by their admirers are evil expressions of the vices of 
laziness and stupidity which are hidden within them, just as the 
nightmares of a sleeper are the expressions of their disturbed 
minds and hayed nerves. This saint opened a locked door 
without key; that saint flew in the air without wings; that other 
one urinated on a rock and it turned into gold; and that other one 
had knowledge of the unseen! 

□ There is much nonsense of this sort, reflecting ignorance of 
the real nature of the religion (Islam) and of the world. It also 
shows that its promoters are too deviant in their minds and 
hearts to understand fully the lives of the Prophet and his 
Companions, Muhammad (^^) was not a man of fanciful 
imagination who built his life and mission on fictitious tales. He 
was a man of reality who perceived from near and afar, and if he 
wanted anything he would take the necessary steps to achieve it. 
In taking these steps, as can be seen in the light of bitter reality* 
he took the utmost precautions and expended his utmost 
energies. Neither he nor his Companions ever thought that 
heaven would strive for him if he relaxed, act for him if he was 
lazy, or look after him if he was negligent. Never were miracles 
or supernatural occurrences the foundations or girders in the 
building of a great man or a great nation, 

□ Muhammad (^) and his Companions learnt and taught* 
fought and made peace* defeated and were defeated. They 
spread their call throughout the horizons and they struggled on a 
handful of earth. No earthly law was ever broken for them and 
no universal law was ever bent for them. In fact, they sweated 
more than their enemies did and bore heavy losses in the path of 
their Lord* and thus in the struggle for survival they had the 
priority of steadfastness and victory. Allah (d&) taught them 
harsh lessons so that they might not expect any favouritism from 
Providence in any clash* although they were too sharp-witted to 
expect such favouritism. Allah (jfe) says to His Prophet (ffig): 
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$And when you [Muhammad] are among them and arrange [their] 
worship for them, let only a party of them stand with you [to worship] 
and let diem take their arms. Then when they have performed their 
prostration, let them fall to the rear, and let another party come that 
has not worshipped, and let them worship with you, and let them take 
precautions and their arms. Those who disbelieve long for you to 
neglect your amis and your baggage that they may attack you once for 
all. It is no sin for you to lay aside your arms if rain impedes you or 
you are sick. But take precautions. Behold! Allah prepares for the 
disbelievers a shameful punishment.) (Quf an 4; 102) 

Look, how they arc ordered, while standing in prayer before 
Allah (#£) to be extremely cautious and attentive, Allah ($t) did 
not allow any hope to them into thinking that the angels would 
descend and assist them. If they did not protect themselves, then 
no-one would protect them. That is what Allah {tfe) said to 
Muhammad (^) and his Companions, 

□ When the Muslims failed to heed this lesson in the Battle of 
Uhud, they were dealt a painful blow, which felled seventy of 
their heroes and made them taste bitter defeat. On that day the 
leader of the unbelievers, AbU Sufyan, stood up and shouted 
"Long live Huball” (Their chief god). The Prophet ($&) was 
severely tested in his ability to save the situation: he fought and 
killed and was wounded. 

□ AbQ Hurairah (&>) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (^) 
said on the day of Uhud: 

■'May Allah's anger be severe on the people who do this to their 
Prophet, [Pointing to his teeth] . ‘May Allah’s anger be severe on a 
man who is kUled by Allah's Messenger in the path of Allah 

Anas (<&) said that the Prophet's (^) front teeth were 
broken on the day of Uhud and his head was gashed. He began 
wiping away the blood from his face, saying: "How could a 
people be successful who gashed their Prophet’s (^s) head and 



A sound HadTth narrated by BukhflrT and Muslim. 
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broke his teeth while he was calling them to Allah (&)? ” Upon 
this Allah (#e) revealed: 

(It is no concern at all of youn [Muhammad] whether He relents 
toward them or punish them; for they are evildoers.^ (Qur'an 3: 128) ]4 

Do you think that negligence of the steps toward victory 
brought anything other than defeat? Even though those who 
were defeated were representatives of true tawhkH Even though 
those who gained victory' were upholders of pure paganism? 

□ Whenever the Prophet {^) wanted to attack, he feigned 
otherwise, saying: ‘War is Deception ’*’ 5 In spite of his taking 
precautions according to Allah’s order, and his respect for the 
natural laws which regulate human life, some of the Arab tribes 
were able to trick him. They persuaded him to send a group of 
Qurra' of the Holy Qur’an who were some of the choicest 
Sahahah * and they killed them all to the last man at Bi’r 
Ma'una. Only the birds discovered their place of death and 
hovered in the air above the bodies of these martyrs. These men 
who fell victims to treachery were some of the best-loved of 
Allah’s creation to Him, yet He did not give permission to any 
of them to fly without wings or escape his inevitable fate, is to 
be thought by the backward Muslims of today. 

□ If precaution and care w'ere the Prophet’s (^) practice, then 
even more so were preparation and exhaustion of energy. How 
do you think Muhammad {^) gained victory over the 
mankind? He brought his men to maturity with faith just as the 
summer ripens its sweetest fruits with its slow heat. Thus when 
he dispatched them to all comers of the earth, they went with a 
roar like that of a violent storm* Islam from the day it started 
was a battle led by Revelation, thus its first flowing impressions 
were like a storm with lightning and thunder: 



A sound IfadTih narrated bv Bukhari and Muslim in the same ehapter. 

,S A sound HadTth narraJed by Aba Dawdd from Kab \hn Malik (■&). Bukhari and 
Muslim narrated something similar. 
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<Or like a rainstorm from the sky, wherein In darkness, thunder and 
the Flash of lightning. They thrust their fingers in their ears by reason 
of the thunderclaps, for fear of death, Allah encompasses the 
disbelievers [in His guidance].) (Qur’an 2:19) 

Do you think that relaxation and negligence would have left 
any opening in these crowded ranks? Shame on the Muslims of 
today for expecting miracles in a world which has bared its 
fangs to annihilate them from the roots. 

□ 1 do not deny that miracles happen to people. However, they 
happen to the believer and the unbeliever, the righteous person 
as well as the sinner. If a man walks on water without his feet 
getting wet, this does not prove he is righteous since 
righteousness can be determined only by one's faith and action 
as Allah prescribed. Stories that certain people performed 
miracles is a purely historical matter for whoever feels so 
inclined, and it has nothing to do with faith or responsibilities. 
This is, of course, not speaking of the miracles of the prophets, 
which emphasized the truth of what they conveyed from Allah 
(St). Nevertheless, even those miracles which came with 
prophethood are a thing of the past and there is no benefit in 
arguing over them. We also learn that the miracle of Muhammad 
(^y®) was not like those which preceded his era. It was a human, 
rational and perpetual miracle, around which Allah ($t) 
organized his life and mission according to the law of cause and 
effect, as you have seen. 

□ Muhammad (^g) did not know the unseen. He was like any 
other human being not knowing what he would earn the next 
day. Nothing of the sort should be expected of him after the 
clear command of Allah (3s) came to him; 

(Say: "For myself l have no power to benefit, nor power to hurt, 
save that which Allah will so. Had l knowledge of the unseen, I 
should have abundance of wealth, and adversity would not touch me, 
1 am but a wamer, and a bearer of good tidings to folk who believe.) 
(Qur'an 7: 188) 
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He might be approached by someone who intended evil but 
expressed love, and he knew nothing of that until the man was 
exposed by his actions; 

i And among the town people of Al Madmah [there are some who] 
persist in hypocrisy whom you [O MuhammadI do not know* We 
know them.) (Qur'an 9: 101) 

On the Day of Judgement he will be confronted by men 
whom he left thinking that they were staunch believers but were 
later exposed as to their black hearts and evil intentions. He will 
then say, as Jesus said: fd 

{ 1 was a witness over them while I dwelt amongst them, but when 
you took me up you were the Watcher over them,) (Qur'an 5: 120) 

□ Allah fife) might have given him knowledge of some unseen 
things for specific reasons, like the prophesy in the Qur'an of the 
Romans defeating the Persians, after the victory that the latter 
had gained over them. This gladdened the pagans and saddened 
the Muslims for they supported the People of the Book. 

□ There are many authentic hadlths which apparently suggest 
that the Prophet {^) w'as aware of the future. For example, 
there is the Hadith of 4 Adr ibn Hatim, in which he said: 

“While I was with the Prophet there came to him a man 
complaining of famine. Then came another complaining of 
highway robbers. Upon this he said; “Adi, have you seen Hirah?” 

□ I said; “No* But I have been told of it/ 9 

□ He said; “If your life is prolonged, you will see women on 
camels travelling from Hirah to the Ka'bah, not fearing anyone 
but Allah 0§)T 

□ I said to myself: “So where will be the homes of (the tribe of) 
Tayy who have become high ranking in the land? 7 ’ 

□ He said; 44 And if your life is prolonged, you will see the 
treasures of Khosrau being opened up,” 

16 The meaning of ihis is in a IHaUith of Ibn Abbas as nanaied by Bukhari in the chafer 
on Tafsf- 
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□ I said to myself: u Khosrau son of Hurmuz? 

□ He said: “Khosrau son of Hurmuz. And I saw the women on 
camels travelling Hirah and circumambulating the Ka‘bah 
fearing none but Allah {&), and I was among those who 
conquered the treasures of Chosroes , 11 * 7 

In truth these Judiths and others like them were not 
information of the unseen. !B They were a testament to the truth 
of Allah's promise that the future belonged to Islam and that this 
religion would become supreme in all comers of the globe. They 
were thus an explanation by the Prophet of Allah’s words: 

*He it is who has sent His messenger with the guidance and the 
religion of truth, that He may cause it to prevail over all religions* 
And Allah suffices as a witness. > (Quran 48: 28) 

(Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good works 
that He will surely make them to succeed Ithe present rulers] In the 
earth, even as He caused those who were before them to succeed 
[others]; and that he will surely establish for them their religion 
which He approved for them and will give them in exchange safety 
after their fear.) (Quran 24: 55) 

□ Similar to that are the hadlths which warn of persecution. A 
person who knows the market forces will not hesitate, after a 
brief examination of the prevailing conditions, to issue a correct 
judgement of them. Someone who intimately understands 
psychology will, after a quick glance, fathom what lies beneath 
the surface. It is like the poet’s couplet: “ Al Alma* I who is 
suspicious of you as if he actually saw and heard ! 17 



A sound HadTtti narrated by BukhatT and others. 

Indeed, Ihey were information of the Unseen, by the knowledge that Allah (*) 
gave him. The above-mentioned explanation has no support for it as long as the 
author. May Allah protect him, accepts the possibility of Allah's informing him. 
The tfadlth itself contains the proof of this: the Prophet (3&) said: "If your life is 
prolonged.* 1 Could this precise temporal definition be known by any expert' 1 if Allah 
did not gram him that information? 
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□ Muhammad (^) had a deep knowledge of people and their 
qualities, of the world and its stages, of time and its vicissitudes, 
of the earlier religions and what they and their adherents 
suffered in blazing their trail through life. The minds of the 
prophets were unblemished and sharpened and they had clear 
inspiration. So imagine what the highest of all prophets was like: 
Providence took care of him from birth and brought him up, so 
that he might bear the message whose miracle lay in its method 
and whose method was to purify the natures of people and 
sharpen their intellects. 

□ This made him the best person to evaluate the conditions of 
the time and expect what the future would hold. Is it possible for 
a traveller m the northern regions to expect the sky to be clear of 
heavy fog, or is it possible for a traveller in the equatorial 
regions to expect a hailstorm? How then is it worthy of the 
Prophet of a great religion to forget the persecution which 
affected his teachings and his followers, whether it was in the 
near or distant future, and whether it was blatant or hidden. 

□ Thus the Prophet (■$%) talked much about persecution, and 
his aim w r as not to prophesy it but to caution against it, suffering 
will affect people because of their different ways of thinking and 
their different personalities; suffering will occur because 
worldly pleasures will attract people who will rival one another 
for them; and suffering will affect the Ummah after unbelief 
regains its strength. He cautioned his Companions about all of 
these in hSdlths too numerous to quote here, 

□ The gravest of all these sufferings is the decay which will set 
into the Islamic teachings themselves. 

Sal ah will lose its spirit which is humility then its body will 
be eroded and it will become absurd. 

Jihad will lose its spirit, which is sincerity and will become a fight 
for booty and slaves; then it will lose its sharpness and be shelved. 
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Fasting will cease to be perseverance in a time of privation 
and self-control, and will become a time of feasting and double 
expenditure. 

Government will change from being service to the people 
with their consent into making oneself their god by suppression 
and force. Then it will fall and both the ruler and the ruled will 
be destroyed* 

Even the Muslims' love for their Prophet will become, after 
his death, a market place around his grave, full of awe-inspiring 
clamouring and droning, 

□ When 1 visited MadTnah I went to the Prophet’s (^) grave. The 
feelings were flowing from my heart and ringing in my ears. As I 
caught sight of the grave I headed for it, feeling very humble as if 1 
was a bull being rolled under the feet of some giant. I paid my 
respects in the prescribed manner and did not say anything else 
except one verse of poetry. I did not know how it came to me 
because of the emotional state I was in. My lips murmured it but 
my ears did not hear: u ' O you, best of all creation, whose bones are 
buried in the earth, the fragrance of which has caused the hills and 
plains to be fragrant : ” Then I went away. 

□ I saw, however, waves of people coming in and shouting long 
phrases. Someone was reading from a book, and another listening 
to someone who had memorized much: this one was disturbing that 
one, and everybody was disturbing the people at prayer* These 
waves were coming constantly and were never-ending, 

□ Was it not that which the Prophet (3ji§) meant when he said: 
“O Allah {SI, do not make my grave after me an idol to be 
worshipped," 19 

□ As soon as I became aw f are of the condition of the visitors and 
residents in the Mosque, I almost stopped praying in it, for I 



A sound HadMi narrated by Ahmad and lb n Sa’d in his Tabaqat on the authority of 
Aba Nurairah (*&), 
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detest most vehemently innovations, chaos and ignorance, ! 
remembered the story of 4 Urwah ibn A1 Zubair: 

When he built a castle in the vale of "Afiq and kept away 
from MadTnah, the people said to him: “You have forsaken the 
mosque of the Prophet (sSfe)!” 

He replied: “I saw your mosques being neglected, your 
markets overcrowded and lewdness wide spread in your streets. 
In the vale is a security from what you are involved in. It is said 
that when he was scolded about this, he replied: “What is left? 
All that is left are those who rejoice at the misfortune of others 
and who are jealous of the good fortune of others/ 1 
□ We ask Allah’s pardon and refuge. 




Chapter Two 

From Birth to Prophethood 

Muhammad (^i) was bom of a family of pure lineage and 
noble ancestry which combined all the good qualities of the 
Arabs and which held itself aloof from their evil tendencies. The 
Messenger of Allah (g/g) said about himself: 

"Surety Allah (*) purified the Kin&nah from the children of Ismail 
(*®)' purified the Guraish from among the Kinanoh, purified the 
Sana Hashim from among the Guraish and purified me from 
among the Bona HashmV'' 

Noble ancestry does not grant status to those who are failures. 
It is like steel: when it is left to rust no benefit can be derived 
from it* but when crafts people utilize it they make it do 
wonders. Thus when the Prophet was asked who was the 
noblest of people he replied: 

“Y ou ask me about the qualities of the Arabs?” They replied 
yes # so he said: ‘The best of them in (the days of) jahilfyah are 
the best of them in Islam if they acquire knowledge ,” 1 
□ The Prophet’s {^) birth in such a distinguished family was 
one of the means to success which Allah (&) prepared for His 
Messenger, Early Arab society was based on keen tribalism 
which led a tribe to extinction in defence of its own honour and 
the honour of anyone allied to it. For a time Islam remained 
under the protection of these long-observed traditions until it 
was able to stand on its own feet, just as a plant is no longer in 
need of the pot when grows sturdy and tall. Even Lot (Mi) had 
wished that such traditions were in existence when he felt the 
danger to his guests and could find no clan to extend protection 
to them. At that point he said to his people: 

l A sound Had Mi narrated by MusJim on the authority of Wabla jbn A) Asqa\, ft is 
also declared sound by A1 Timiidhr. 

A soltkI IJadTth narrated by Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah (*), 
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(And his people came rushing towards him, and since aforetime they 
used to commit crimes [sodomy], he said: "O my people! Here are 
my daughters [Le. the women of the natron], they are purer for you 
[if you marry them lawfully]. So fear Allah and degrace me not with 
regard to my guest! Is there not among you a single right-minded 
man?" > (Qur'an 11: 78) 

Thereafter he said: 

(Would that I had strength to resist you or had some strong support 
[among you].!) (Qur’an 11 ; 80) 

□ In spite of his noble lineage, however, Muhammad did 
not have great wealth. It was this lack of wealth combined with 
his nobility which enabled him to acquire the best traits of all 
classes of people. The sons of noble families are led by their 
wealth to become haughty. If they lose this weapon, though they 
will stil! have their noble traditions and status which they will 
sacrifice their utmost to maintain. 

One of them says: “Because of the vicissitudes of time which 
affect us 7 we resist any calamities for fear of being disgraced. 
Some of them may find nothing shameful in announcing their 
poverty or letting their circumstances be known. Nevertheless, 
there are others who keep their grief to themselves and show a 
determined face to the world. Such a one was 4 Abdul Muftalib. 

□ ‘Abdul Muttalib was the chief of Makkah. However, this 
chiefdom which he inherited ended with him and was not passed 
on to his descendants. Their rivals for the leadership of Makkah 
vied fiercely with them and it seemed as if they would take it 
over entirely. In a few years 4 Abd Shams came to power. Yet no 
sooner had another few years passed than the leadership fell into 
the hands of AbQ SufySn and remained out of the control of 
Banu HSshim. 

□ ‘Abdullah was the youngest of 'Abdul Muttalib’s sons and 
was greatly loved by him. He married him to Aminah bint Wahb 
and then left him to make his own way in life. After only a few 
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months of marriage ‘Abdullah left on a trading journey, and as ft 
was summer, he went with a caravan to Syria. He never 
returned. The caravan came back with the news of his sickness 
and soon after came the news of his death. Aminah was awaiting 
her strong, youthful husband to tell him the news of her 
pregnancy and the joy they would soon have of their first child. 
However, fate for a higher purpose ended these sweet dreams. 
The wife who was once envied now became a widow, and she 
began counting the days when her only child, an orphan, ^ould 
be born into this unpredictable life. 

□ A1 Zuhri reports that ‘Abdul Muttalib sent his son ‘Abdullah to 
Yathrib to buy their ration of dates and he died there. Others say 
he was in Syria from where he travelled to Yathrib with the 
caravan of the Quraish. In MadTnah he fell sick and died and was 
buried in the precinct of al Nabigha Al Ja'di. He died at the age of 
25 years and before the Messenger of Allah (^) was bom. 

□ Muhammad’s birth at Makkah was ordinary. There was 
nothing in it to attract attention or cause astonishment. The 
historians have not been able to pinpoint precisely the day, 
month or year of his birth. However, most sources are inclined 
to the year when Makkah was attacked by the Abyssinians, 
which corresponded to 570 of the Christian Era. The date of his 
birth is set at 12 Rabi‘i al Awwal 53 BH, that is, before the 
Hijra. 

□ The exact date of the Prophet’s ($&) birth has no religious 
significance in Islam, and the celebrations held on this occasion 
are a worldly tradition which has nothing to do with the Shan 
4 ah. S om e sou rce s report tha t p remon it Ions of h i s p ro phet hood 
occurred when he was bom: fourteen balconies of Khosrau’s 
palace collapsed; the fire worshipped by the Zoroastrians went 
out; and the churches around Lake Sawah crumbled after the 
lake dried up. Al Busiri saysr' 



A poet famous for hi* Qtwniaf al Burda in praise of the Prophet (Translator). 
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The event of his birth disclosed the purity of his origin 
O What a good beginning and a good end! 

That day when the Persians perceived 
The premonition of disaster and destruction. 

And there appeared cracks in the palace of Khosrau, 

Disunited just like the henchmen of Khosrau, 

And the fire went out in regret for it, 

And the river dried up, 

And Sawah became sad at the drying up of its lake, 

And everyone coming to it for a drink felt angry with thirst. 

These words are the wrong expression of a correct idea. The 
birth of Muhammad was truly a proclamation of the fall of 
tyranny and the end of its reign. So also was the birth of Moses 
(#&). Do you not see that when Allah ( 0 ) described Pharaoh’s 
tyranny over his people and announced His intention of freeing 
the slaves and the oppressed. He unfolded to us the story of the 
hero who would undertake this task? Allah ( 0 ) says: 

^Arod We inspired the mother of Moses,) (Qur’an 28: 7} 

□ Muhammad’s {^) mission was the most momentous of all 
revolutions known to the world, which undertook a mental and 
physical liberation of mankind. The Qur’an recruited the most 
upright of men ever known in history and directed their efforts 
towards disposing of ail the dictators one by one. After this 
liberation from the yokes of dictatorship, when the people wished 
to outline what actually happened, they imagined the occurrence 
of these premonitions and invented tales to fit them, Muhammad 

is not in need of any of this, the great role that he plays now 
in our present age makes us think little of such tales. 

□ 4 Abdul Mutfalib received the news of his grandson’s birth 
with exuberance and joy. Maybe it compensated him for his son 
who had died in the prime of life and so he turned his affection 
from the past to the newcomer and showed pride and concern in 
him. It was amazing that he should be inspired to name his 
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grandson Muhammad (^V a name probably inspired by a 
noble angel! The Arabs heard this name for the first time and 
they asked the grandfather why he did not choose the name of 
one of his ancestors. 

He replied: “1 wanted Allah (m) to praise him in the heavens 
and mankind to praise him on earth. This wish was a perception 
of the future, for no one of Allah’s (M) creation is so deserving 
of the sentiments of thanks and praise for what he accomplished 
as much as that Arab Prophet, Muhammad (^g). 

□ Abu Hurairah (40 narrated that the Prophet (^ 5 ) said: 

,l Do you not wonder at how Allah [&) diverts from me Ihe curses 
and abuses of the Guraish? They abuse Mudhammom and I am 
Muhammad (safe)!" 3 

□ However, the harsh reality still remained in spite of the loving 
grandfather’s attention. Muhammad ($££) was an orphan, bom 
after his father had left this world. So be it! Jf we supposed that 
‘Abdullah had remained alive, then what would he have done 
for his son? Could he have trained him to become a Prophet? Of 
course not: Ihe father is only one of a number of factors which 
determine the future of a child. Even if prophethood could be 
acquired through effort, his father’s being alive would not make 
it more achievable, so what about when it is in fact a selection 
[made by Allah (M)]? 

□ While Ya^qub was alive he was provided for. He reached old 
age and acquired experience and wisdom. In fact, he was 
granted prophethood, One day he looked round and did not see 
Yusuf (^) next to him: he had lost him in the most crucial 
period of his life. Ytlsuf (*3) was a young lad full of zeal and 
energy, and in spite of the corruption which prevailed in those 



4 He fiave him this name on the seventh day after hk birth after circumcising him. 

A sound Hadnh reported by Flu khan. The Quraish used u> say Mudharrunam (ihe 
blameworthy) instead of Muhammad (3S&) (the praiseworthy) when referring to the 
Prophet O-as) (Translator), 
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societies through which he passed, his inner being still 
overflowed with piety and chastity. He was like a bright lamp on 
a dark night. When father and son met again, Ya'qub saw his 
son as a staunch prophet. 

□ 'Abdullah passed away, leaving his son an orphan. 
Nevertheless, this orphan was being prepared from the first 
moment for a noble task. He was being prepared as the leader of 
all the righteous people chosen by AIM {$£), Father and 
grandfather, relatives and friends, heavens and earth were nothing 
but means which Allah ffe) utilized to accomplish His decree and 
to shower His bounty on the one whom He himself fashioned, 

□ Aminah showered her affection on her son, patiently awaiting 
the best nurses who would come from the desert, seeking to be 
the guardians of the children of the nobility. These bedouin 
women who went to Makkah for this purpose were looking for 
sustenance and good pay. Muhammad however, had no 
father from whom gifts could be expected, nor did he have 
wealth to attract them. So it is no wonder that these went nurses 
turned away from him and sought other children. Halim ah, 
daughter of AbQ Dhu’aib of the tribe of the Banu Sa'd, was one 
of those who came to Makkah, wishing to return w f ith art infant 
who would be her means of sustenance. At first she was not 
pleased to take the orphan, although when she could not find 
any other child she felt ashamed of returning home empty- 
handed. So she went back to Amina and took Muhammad 
from her. 

□ There was untold blessing in his coming with her. Before that, 
her life had been one of hunger and hardship. Now Allah 0&) 
showered His mercy on her and bestowed on her many benefits: 
the animals started giving plenty of milk after they had been dry, 
and her life became one of ease and fertility. HalTmah, her 
husband and her son felt that their return from Makkah was one 
of the blessings and gain, not poverty and orphanhood. They 
thus became very attached to the child and were proud of him. 
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□ The upbringing of children in ihe desert, where they can play 
in the pastures of nature and enjoy its pure air, is best for the 
natural development of their bodies and minds, and the freeing 
of their thoughts and feelings from prejudices. It is unfortunate 
that Saudi children should live in suffocating apartments in 
buildings all trammed together as boxes, sealing in their 
inhabitants and preventing them from enjoying and breathing 
the refreshing air. There is no doubt that one of the causes of the 
neurosis which has affected modem civilization is its being so 
unnatural and steeped in artificiality. We therefore appreciate 
the tendency of the people of Makkah to make the desert and its 
wide expanses the nursery for their children. Many educational 
psychologists would like to see nature as the first cradle for 
children so that their faculties may develop in with the realities 
of creation in which they find themselves. However, this seems 
to be a dream hard to realize. 

The Opening of the Prophet's ($£g) Chest 

Muhammad ($&) spent five years with the Banu Sa c d during 
which time he developed a healthy body and grew fast. These 
were the first five years of his life so it is not expected that 
anything strange should occur in that time. The authentic 
accounts of his life, however, do record an incident which came 
to be known as the opening of his chest. Anas (40 reports: 

Mibrrl (#ea) came to Muhammad while he was playing 
with other boys. JibrTl held him, threw him down, opened 
his chest, look out his heart and removed a lump from it. 

He said: 'This is Satan's portion of you. 31 

Then he washed him in a basin made of gold with the water 
of Zamzam, Then he sealed his chest and returned him to where 
he was. The boys ran to his mother {meaning his nurse) and 
shouted that Muhammad had been killed They came to 




